“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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SECOND ARTICLE ON 


Misunderstood 
Pentecost 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


IV. The Teaching, “Pentecost Is the Birthday of the Church,” 
Wholly Misrepresents the Meaning of Pentecost 


Multiplied thousands of 


Christian people have been 


taught that “Pentecost is the birthday of the church.” They 
have been taught that at Pentecost the group of Chrisians 
were molded into one unit, one organism, and the church, 


the mystical body of Christ, began. 


Now the date for the 


beginning of the church is not given in the Bible and is not a 


matter of much importance, perhaps. Certainly I would not 


raise a quarrel with my brethren who see the matter differ- 
ently from me, and I would not even argue the matter ex- 
cept for a very great harm that has resulted from this false 
teaching.- Because when people think about Pentecost they 
think of it only as the technical beginning of the body of 


Christ, the church, 


If the church is already begun, 
it will never originate again, and 
so, they think, the blessing of 
Pentecost can never be repeated. 
They therefore entirely miss the 


teaching of the Scriptures, that 
Pentecost was a model revival 
(‘a specimen revival,” D. L. 


Moody catied it) in which God’s 
people, at the beginning of this 
great era of preaching the gospel 
to all the world, waited on God 
until they were-empowered from 
on high and then with that power 
won three thousand souls in a day. 
I am not so distressed simply be- 
cause people think the church 
began at Fentecost. I am 
distressed because they thus miss 
the clear teaching of the Word of 


God that it is impossible for a 


Christian to win souls without the 
power of the Holy Spirit. The 
lesson of Pentecost, that God’s 
children can wait on Him and have 
His power, is missed because peo- 
ple see other things in the events 
at Pentecost than those the Bible 
itself emphasizes. But I believe 
that several facts faced honestly 
and prayerfully here will show 
open-minded Christians that to 
talk about Pentecost as the birth- 
day of the church is wholly 
missing the point of the Scrip- 
tures. 

1. The Bible Nowhere Says That 
the Church Began At Pentecost 


Suppose some honest Christian 
will not be persuaded that the 
church did not begin at Pentecost. 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Here is the lovely new booklet, 
Never Alone, Never Forsaken, by 
Dr. Rice, which you may have 
free by just writing for it. The 
‘theme is God’s greatest and sweet- 
est truth for the Christian — the 
truth on which all the Christian 
joys and benefits of this life and 
the hope of Heaven itself depend. 
How tender the méssage! With 
what understanding of the needs 
of the human heart and life it is 
given! How many promises from 
God’s Word! It should transform 
‘your life—yea, it will transform 


“Lo. Tam with you alway.” 


"He hath said,1 will never 
leave thee,nor forsake thee” 


NEVER ALONE ~ 


, NEVERFORSAKEN, 
\. by Jon R. Rice. D.D..LittD. 
: ewe t ee 
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ATTHEW 26°20 


HEBREWS 13:5 


it, if you believe the truth of it 
and make it your own. We want 
you to have it! 

It has 22 pages, 55%” x 7%”, is 
printed in colored ink and has the 
self cover pictured above. Write 
today for your copy! Just say, 


“Please sena me a copy of the 
pamphlet, Never Alone, Never 
Forsaken, by Dr. Rice.” (Only 


one free copy to a person and 
each person must write for him- 
self.) Address Sword of _ fhe 
Lord Publishers, 214 West Wes- 


ley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


The Power of Secret Sin 


By EVANGELIST BILLY GRAHAM 


Interim President, Northwestern Schools, Minneapolis, Minn. 


“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper; but whoso confesseth and forsak- 
eth them shall have mercy.”—Prov. 28:13. 


The luxury liner pulled 


out of New York with full 


Steam. Passengers whose nationality was reckoned from 


every country of Europe were on their way home. 
It was September 1, 1939. 
The ship was brilliantly lighted. 


clouds were hanging low. 


at dinner as usual. 
evening. 


War 


The orchestra played 


| The cinema entertained the guests in the 
Eating, drinking, playing, the passengers idled the 


hours away. The ship ploughed its way through the waters 
of the North Atlantic on its way to Southampton. 


Three days out the news was 
flashed to the ship that, Britain 
and France had declared war. 
Lights were doused; passengers 
went fearfully to their cabins; 
quickly and desperately the ship 


was painted a battleship grey; 
emergency guns were mounted in 
the stern and bow, for the wire- 
less had just brought news that 
enemy submarines were lurking 
near, 

It was midnight. Few passen- 
gers were _ sleeping. Everyone 
was nervous, excited, anxious. 


Would the ship make its destina- 
tion in safety? 


Out of the darkness and the 
Silence from nowhere the tension 
was broken by a mighty explo- 
sion, another swish, then a second 
explosion. Cries of despair, an- 
guish and suffering rent.the cold 
air. The ship began to list. Life- 
boats were lowered. Hundreds 
perished that night in the dark 
waters of the.-North Atlantic. 

The voyage that began full of 
anticipation, joy and happiness 
for so many ended in stark trag- 
edy. 

I have seen many young lives 
start out well after young men 
and women had trusted Christ as 
their Saviour. There was a new 
vigor in their voices, a new spar- 
kle in their eyes, a thrill in their 


souls all the day long. They 
loved the prayer meeting. They 
were fond of Bible study. Spir- 


Transformed in One 
Week! 


By the Editor 


This week I received a letter 
from a minister with good news. 
Three years ago he attended The 
Sword of the Lord Conference on 
Evangelism at Winona Lake. 
Wonderfully moved, shaken to the 
depths, he surrendered his pas- 
torate, entered the Southern Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary § at 
Louisville for further training in 
the ministry in order to be at his 
best as an evangelist. After 
twenty-one years in the ministry, 
with experience and further -train- 
ing and now on fire for ‘God, he 
enters the field of evangelism and 
writes to tell me so! Transformed 
by one week of conference on 
evangelism! } 

Last fall a most successful 
pastor, a greatly loved preacher, 
sat in my hotel room with tears 
running down his face to tell me 
how one week of The Sword of 
the Lord Conference on Evan- 
gelism at Winona Lake had com- 
pelled-him to surrender his life 
for evangelism. Greatly loved and 
prospered in his church, he had 
been compelled to give up that work 
and go on the fielq for full-time 
evangelism. He had just returned 
from a triumphant revival cam- 
paign where God had wonderfully 
put the seal of His approval upon 
the change in his ministry. Trans- 
formed in one week! 

I had a letter the other day 
from a young evangelist who at- 


(Continued on Page 7) 


itual things held a great attrac- 
tion for them. The battle with 
Satan was won time after time. 
Temptations were overcome. There 
was victory. 

Then something happened! It 
was not nwoticeable at first except 
to their close friends. Then ev- 
eryone bezan to notice it. There 
was a lack of interest and a cool- 
ness toward spiritual things. 
Gradually the fire that had once 
raged in their breasts became on- 
ly charred embers. The joy and 
thrill of Christian experience was 
now a thing of the past. Their 
lives were powerless and fruit- 
less. They now yielded to temp- 
tation; instead of being overcom- 
ers they now were overcome. The 
spring haa left their steps. What 
was wrong? What had made 
Such a radical change as this? 
Has this been your experience? 
If so, let’s see if we can find the 
secret of your difficulty. Let’s 
study the sixth and seventh chap- 
ters of Joshua and see if we can 


Rev. Billy Graham 


find a parallel to your own tragic 
experience. 


Victory at Jericho 

The children of Israel, under 
Moses, had been led out of the 
Slavery and bondage of Egypt. 
Victoriously they had marched 
across the Red Sea. Pharaohs 
armies had perished. Through a 
waste of howling wilderness God 
had safely led them. At last they 
stood at the Jordan River, the 
gateway to the long awaited 


(Continued on Page 6) 
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REDEMPTION 


By EVANGELIST DEL FEHSENFELD 


“In whom we have redemption through his blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins.’’—Col. 1:14. 


“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.”— 


Eph. 1:7, 


Some hear me who are planning, | 


some day, on getting saved. Why 
put it off? Do you think of re- 
demption in the 
a fire insurance policy just to 
escape Hell? Do you think of 
that that the Lord provides by 
His death on the cross, the life 
that He gives, as something that 
is future entirely? Oh, dear 
friend, if that has been your think- 
ing, may I say to you today that 
this redemption that Christ made 
possible by shedding His precious 


terms of being 


blood is a redemption that is past, 
in part; is also enjoyed in the 
present; and is something that has 
a future aspect to it. 


Past—Penalty of Sin 

The third chapter of Galatians, 
verse 13 reveals a past aspect of 
this redemption that Christ pro- 
vides by pouring out His precious 
blood on Golgotha’s hill. The words 
of the Apostle Paul declare: 
“Christ hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one -that hangeth 
on a tree.” 

Now what did Paul here have in 
mind? The Scripture reveals the 
fact that the wages of sin is 
death. And since all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of 
God, then all men, being sinners, 
will have to taSte of death unless 
some one tastes death for them, 
And so Jesus, in dying on Gol- 
gotha’s hill, paid the price for 
your sin, suffered the curse of 
the law for you. If you will re- 
ceive Him by faith as your per- 
sonal Saviour, you can pass from 
death unto life and enter into this 
past redemption in that Christ has 
become judgment for your sins 
for you. 

In John 3, verse 18, we are told: 
“He that believeth one him is not 
condemned.” And that word 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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This Would Have Been Dr. Rice’s Picture! 


T wanted to show you the actual size of the 
picture that will be sent to you with orders of 
$1.00 or more, but due to Dr, Rice’s modesty, he 
insists not, so I must run this small one instead! 
At any rate, this blank space will show you the 


size of the big 5x7-inch studio 


which is being offered readers of THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD, and the little picture will show 
The portrait is on expensive pho- 


you the pose. 
tographic paper, and is suitable 


. Rice.” 
portrait of him, Dr. Bucs 


arrives. 


for framing. If 


you request it, the picture will be sent with each 
$1.00 order or more. 


Only a limited number are available, so write 
your letter at once, enclose $1 or more, with your 
order, and say, “Please send me the picture of 
It will be on its way to you promptly 
—that is, if they are not all gone when your letter 
Write Dr. John R. Rice, or Sword of 
the Lord Publishers, 214 
Wheaton, Illinois, 


West Wesley Street, 


—Viola Walden, Secretary to Dr. Rice 


Write That 
Letter Today! 


By VIOLA WALDEN, 
‘Secretary to Dr. Rice 


About one-third of the APRIL 
LETTER MONTH will have passed 
when this issue of THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD arrives at your 
home. However, this is written 
March 29, and our mail has al- 
ready begun to increase, which is 
an indication that many of you 
are responding to the appeal being 
made to write us a letter. Many 
of you are extremely busy. All of 
us have some excuse when it 
comes to writing—even to those 
who are dearest to us. “I am no 
hand at writing-—-I leave that to 
the old lady; she does the writing 
for the family,” or, “I can’t com- 
pose a letter—I haven’t had an 
education.’’ One excuse or another 
is made. But this is not pri- 
marily a letter contest. It is true 
that some of the best letters will 
be published, but that is not the 
main reason for hearing from you. 
The main reason is that we want 
a letter from EVERY READER 
of THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
And that includes YOU!—you, 
Mr. Ray Baldwirn®of Richmond- 
ville, New York; you, Mrs. George 
E. Burton of Auburn, California; 
you, Mr. H. H. Shores of Defuniak 
Springs, Florida; you, Mrs. J. C. 
Hamilton of Hampton, Iowa, (four 
actual names taken at random 
from our files—-forgive us please!) 
and every other reader of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. We are 
so grateful for the many who 
write us frequently—it is those 
letters that encourage us along. 
But whether you have written to 
us before or not—-write us again 
this month. If you have never 
written to Dr. Rice or The Sword 


LETTERS LIKE THESE 


By the 


That is what we want. Each 
of the following letters or parts of 
letters we think are worth pub- 
lishing in THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD and to each of these authors 
we have given credit for $2.00 
in merchandise’ or subscriptions 
which they may have free. 

You see, we want to hear from 
you. We want to know of souls 
saved through our literature, of 
Christians who have received the 
joy of salvation, of backsliders 
brought back to God. Criticise us 
if you feel you can help us—just 
So you write like a Christian. Tell 
us why you like THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD or suggest improve- 
ments. Make your letters brief 


of the Lord before, this is your’ 
opportunity while several things 
are being given away or special 
bargains are on, 

In addition to the other items 
offered free during April we are 
giving a beautiful 5” x 7” photo- 
graphic portrait of Dr. Ricé to all 
who send in orders of $1.00 or 
more during “letter month,” and 
request the picture. These orders 
can be for books or subscriptions, 
or a contribution to our Free 
Literature Fund, for example. 
This picture is an excellent like- 
ness, one we are sure will please 
you. And it is autographed, too! 
If you desire one of these pictures 
of the editor, be sure to order it 
right away, since we only have a 
limited number on hand. 

REMEMBER—each $1.00 order 
or gift, will bring this. picture to 
you, but you must request it. 
Write today to either Dr. John R. 
Rice, or Sword of the Lord Pub- 
lishers, 214 West Wesley Street, 


Wheaton, Illinois, 


Editor 


ang to the point. If your letter 
is chosen for publication, you get 
free $2.00 worth of books, tracts, 
plaques, greeting cards, or sub- 
scriptions—anything we sell. But 
everyone who writes,-.without ex- 
ception, may have absolutely free 
on request the beautiful new 
twenty-four-page pamphlet, Never 
Alone, Never Forsaken; may have 
free by asking for it the large 
folder with twenty-four pictures 
showing the Sword of the Lord 
building, officers and workers. 
Full of interesting information. 
You also may have if you request 
it a brand new catalog of Cltristian 
books, published by THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD, with other spe- 
cially selected books true to the 


Word of God, plaques, greeting 
cards, etc. The pamphlet, the 
folder, the big catalog all are 


free. 
want. 


Those who .send an order with 
$1.00 or more may have the 
editor’s picture if you specifically 
request it. Those who send 
orders of $5.00 or more may have 
the large plaque with the Scrip- 
ture, 


“For I the Lord thy God 
will hold thy right hand, say- 
ing unto thee, Fear not; I will 
help thee.” 


But ask for the ones you 


—Isa. 41:13. 
6 x 8% inches, beautiful, hand- 
painted, selling for $1.35, given 


free with orders of $5.00 or more. 


A Thrilling Letter; Soldiers 
Saved Through “What Must 
I Do to Be Saved?” Book- 
let Before Dying in 
Action 

“I haven’t written you since I 


was in the- Army. You asked 


Free to All Who 


eT 


Write During April 
ATTRACTIVE ILLUSTRATED FOLDER 


GIVEN ON REQUEST 
By L. L. STEVENS, Ass’t. Mgr. 


We would like for every one of 
the readers of THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD to visit our office 
and meet the “Sword family. 
But since most of you can’t come 
to see us, we are preparing a 
folder to tell about the work, in- 
troduce the workers, and describe 
the building to you.. The photo- 
grapher has spent three days 
lately around the office, taking 
individual and group pictures of 
the workers in the various depart- 
ments. Over twenty of these pic- 
tures will be included in ‘this 
beautiful tolder, with a brief para- 
graph describing the workers, the 
work, and other interesting facts. 

Just Like a Tour 

It will be just as if-you were 
making a tour of our offices, with 
a guide to introduce you to the 
different members of the organi- 
zation and to tell you about the 
work carried on in the different 
departments. 

You will see a picture showing 
how each day is started with a 
devotional period. There are pic- 
tures of the outside of our two- 


story office building, and several 


views of the interior, showing the 


group at work. You will meet the 
folks in the subscription depart- 


ment that handle your subscrip- 


tion and renewal letters and 
changes of address. These people 
are responsible for seeing that 


the many, many thousands of you 


readers receive your paper each 


week, 


Also included in the tour is a 
visit to the offices of Dr. Rice, 
Miss Lola Bradshaw, and _ the 
writer. Then there are pictures 
of the mail readers, the shipping 
room in action, and many others. 


This folder has been prepared 
at a grea: cost of time and ex- 
pense, but we are offering it to 
you free if you write and request 
it. Don’t miss it by neglecting 
to write! Send your letter right 
away, and be sure to say, ‘Send 
me the tree folder about’ the 
Sword workers, please.” Send all 
letters to Sword of fhe Lord Pub- 
lishers, 214 W. Wesley St., Whea- 
ton, Tl. 


your readers to send you the story 
of how souls have been saved 
through the tracts you publish. 
I mentioned to you in my letter 
back in 1946 that hundreds of 
soldiers ang a few civilians on the 
post were saved in about three or 
four months. Your tracts were 
placed in the racks of every chapel 
in our Division. I imagine there 
were over one thousand of these 
tracts distributed. Quite a num- 
ber of soldiers were earnestly 
seeking eternal life and were con- 
verted as this tract was read to 
them, clearly explaining all they 
must do to be saved. 


“It was at Camp Patrick Henry, 
Virginia, our Port of Embarkation 
that I first got hold of ‘What Must 
I Do To Be Saved?’ There at 
POE I determined by God’s grace 
to.talk to at least~one «unsaved 
Soldier on board ‘ship every day 
as we made our 8-day trip to 
Naples, Italy. After. a.meeting 
one night, we found two boys who 
needed Christ. I read the whole 
tract to them and then asked 
them if they’d repeat the confes- 
sion at the close to me. They 
wre eager to profess Christ after 
hearing God's plan of salvation 
put so simply. It was remarkable 
to see the change in their lives on 
the rest’ of the voyage as old 
things passed away and all things 
became new. 


‘One of these men was killed in 
our first push on Mt. Belvedere in 
the Apennines, I think. We were 
not in the same company or 
regiments so we lost contact. Then 
just before we took Castle d’ Aino 
in our Po Valley push, as our 
company was dug in on the front 
of a hill in a position to cover the 
attack by another outfit and our 
light machine guns were stream- 
ing tracers over to the opposite 
ridge, a platoon of men from this 
outfit passed through our lines to 
go into the valley and then up on 
the ridge to push back the Jerries. 
Who should run right by me but 
the youn boy who was converted 
on board ship, nervously singing 
‘There’s a light in the valley of 
death now for me, since Jesus 
came into my heart.’ As he recog- 
nized me he waved and smiled and 
ran-on to keep up with the 
skirmish line. We received word 
later that he was killed as the 
outfit took the ridge beyond us. 
He’s with the Lord, Brother Rice, 
and I'll see both these soldiers in 
Heaven when I get there. I want 
to give praise to our Lord for 
your tract which enabled me as a 
young Christian and inexperienced 
in soul-winning, to point them to 
the Saviour. 


“One other incident and then 
I'll close. A private in the medical 
corps was in deep sin until he got 
on the front in the Italian Moun- 
tains. Several of his buddies with 
whom he had had a wild time 
were killed or wounded and he had 


a. ~~ — 


a 


to take care of their bodies. Then 
one day he took a German Medic 
prisoner and as he was returning 
to our lines he found his best 
friend shot through the chest. The 
German medic administere@ arti- 
ficial respiration, and then he 
bound up his chest with an air- 
tight bandage. While he was 
holding his best friend in his arms, 
his lungs filled up with water 
(serum) and he died in his arms 
by drowning. It was too much for 
this medic: he took off his helmet 
and threw it to the ground: and 
wept and right there surrendered 
his life to God. While traveling 
on the train from Florence toe 
Naples at the end of the war, I 
met this medic and asked him to 
give a copy of ‘What Must I De 
To Be Saved?’ to another boy at 
the rear of the train. He said he 
would, but asked if he could read 
it first. The next day he came to 
me.asking for another tract. and 
told me how he was the happiest 
he had ever been in his life now 
that he understood what it meant 
to be saved. He told me the story 
about his surrender to God in com- 
bat, but that he did not know the 
plan of salvation and that one 
could be sure of Heaven until he 
read the copy of ‘What Must I De 
To Be Saved?’ and understood the 
¢ruth abouf the blood of Jesus 
washing away all sin. I got a 
letter from him just before this 
last Christmas telling me that hé 
is in a seminary in New York City 
(Continued on Page 3) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Misunderstood Pentecost 


(Continued from Page 1) 


All right; let us not quarrel about 
the matter. If you insist on be- 
lieving that the church began at 
Pentecost, I will not be distressed, 
provided you take the Bible atti- 
tude about the matter, and say 
nothing about it. In all the dis- 
about Pentecost——-when 
John the Baptist foretold it, when 
Jesus commanded the disciples to 
tarry for it, when the _ prayer 
meeting itself is described, and 


cussions 


later when Pentecost really came 
and marvelous results were at- 
tained—-there was not a single 
verse of Scripture that said that 


Pentecost would be the birthday 
of the church. When John the 
Baptist said) “One cometh after 
me... who Shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost ...” he _ said 
nothing about the origin of the 
church. When Jesus said, ‘“Tarry 
ye in the city of Jerusalem, until 
ye be endued with power from on 
high,” He said nothing about the 
origin of the body of Christ. In 
the first chapter of Acts, when 
the command of Jesus and the 
Great Commission is recounted 
again, no word is said to warn 
them that the church would be- 
gin. Rather, Jesus commanded 
them, “Wait for the promise of 
the Father, which saith he, ye 
have heard of me. For John truly 
baptized with water; but ye shall 
be baptized with the Holy Ghost 
not many. days hence” (Acts 1:4, 
5). And again He said: “But 
ye shall receive power, after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth” 
(Acts 1:8). 

And the second chapter of Acts 
describes the events at Pentecost 
—the blessed oneness of heart of 
the disciples, the tongues like fire 
resting upon them, the miraculous 
gift that allowed them to speak 
in sixteen different nationalities, in 


the languages of people who were 
present so that they heard in their 
own languages the wonderful 
works of God. There we are told 
of the sermon of Peter, his warn- 
ing that people should repent, his 
promise that this same gift was 
‘for all that are afar, as many as 
the Lord should call.’ There we 
are told of the blessed results, with 
some three thousand joining with 
the Christians that day and being 
baptized. We are told of the 
joyous fellowship and the con- 
tinued blessing. But not a word 
is said about the church being 
born at Pentecost! 

Throughout the rest of the New 
Testament, many references are 
made to Pentecost, or to those 
eariy days of the church. But no 
word is said about the church 
beginning at that date. 

Now the sensible way for a 
Christian to act on such a matter 
is to put the emphasis where the 
Bible puts it. If the Bible does 
not talk about Pentecost as the 
birthday of the church, then it is 
a false emphasis, a misapplication 
of Scripture and certain to obscure 
the meaning of what God has said, 
if we talk much about a church 
being born at Pentecost when the 
Bible itself says nothing about it. 


Paul has much to say about the 
church in his epistles. Where 
does Paul ever say that the church 
began at Pentecost? He does not 
say it! Then suppose all of us 
Christians be Pauline in _ our 
emphasis and methods and talk 
about the same things he talks 
about when we discuss the church 
and Pentecost! The Bible never, 
in a Single verse, says nor even 


clearly implies that’ the church 
began at Pentecost. Practically 
all the talk of the Bible about 


Pentecost is of the coming of pow- 
er to win souls and the precious, 
glorious results of that soul- win- 
ning power upon the testimony of 
Spirit-filleqd Christians. Let us 
put the emphasis where the Bible 
puts it! If the Bible does not 


talk about the church beginning 
at Pentecost, then let us likewise 
avoid such talk. 


2. “Baptized Into One Body” in 
I Corinthians 12:12, 13, Has No 
Reference to Pentecost ang the 

Origin of the Church 
The Plymouth Brethren have 
done great service in stimulating 

Study of the Bible. Darby and 

other leaders among this denomi- 

nation, which does not like to be 
called a denomination, have turned 
many people to studying the Word 
of God. For this we thank God. 
They have emphasized very much 
the truth that all saved people are 
in the body of Christ, ang that 
membership in any earthly de- 
nomination or human organiza- 
tion does not save, does not 
help save. But it is only fair 
to say tnat these dear people 
have stimulated the ultra-dispen- 
sational viewpoint and that their 

teaching has tended toward divi- 

sion and toward great overempha- 

sis of some truths to the neglect of 
others. As I understand the 
teachings of Darby and Plymouth 

Brethren, these dear people have 

widely stressed the teaching that 

the church began at Pentecost, 
that it is entirely a new thing, 
unknown before that time; that 
it is a myStery revealed to Paul 
alone of New Testament writers. 

And the tendency has been for 

many of the Brethren assemblies 

to contend that these assemblies 
alone adequately represent’ the 
church of Jesus Christ on earth. 

This teaching that the church 
began at Pentecost is often based 
on I Corinthians 12:12, 13, which 
reads as follows: 


“For as the body is one, and 
hath many members, and all 
the members of that one body, 
being*many, are one bddy: so 
also is Christ. For by one 
Spirit are we all baptized into 
one body, whether we be Jews 
or Gentiles, whether we be 
bond or free; and have been 
all made to drink into one 
Spirit.” 

Certainly the body is one. All 
Christians are members of Christ’s 
mystical body. One who is saved 
thus becomes a member of the 
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studying to be a minister. 

“I thought it might bring joy 
to your soul to hear in detail the 
effect that your tract had in these 
soldiers’ lives. God bless you real 
good. 

In the bonds of our Saviour’s 

death and resurrection,” 
(Signed) J. Alex Bahnson 
Three Hills, Alta. 


The Sword—a Benediction to 
the Deaf 

Mr. Edwin C. Hodges of Otta- 
wa, Kansas, writes, renewing his 
subscription and says: 

“As Il am almost totally deaf, 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
gives me cne hundred times bet- 
ter service than any preacher in 
the pulpi-c. 

“I talk to the Lord oftentimes 
in prayer, and He talks to me 
through the columns of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD and the 
Bible.” 

Assurance of Salvation Re- 
ceived Through THE 
SWORD OF THE 
LORD 


I wish vou could read the whole 


letter from Mrs. Alma Brewer of 
Tulia, Texas, but there is not 
room. Mrs. Brewer, writes in 
part: 


“Dear Brother Rice: 

“I have just read “Home, Sweet 
home,” in THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD, March 12, 1948, and could 
not keep back the tears. Words 
fail me as [ try to tell you of the 
spiritual food and help your little 
paper gives me. I am practically 
a shut-in, and it is only through 
the printed page that I have help. 
Through THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD I have been helped in un- 
derstanding God's precious Word. 

“You are doing a wonderful 
work through your small paper 
in size, but not small in soul food. 
It has so many soul-stirring mes- 
Sages in each copy. I just love it. 
I do not hesitate to say that it is 
by far the finest Christian paper 
published that I have ever read in 
my sixty-three years of life. 

“I know that I have got lots of 


good out of it. and I know I live 
for Christ now, where before I 
read it I did not know if I was 
a Christian or not. , .” 

Mrs. Brewer adds that THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD was sent 
to her as a gift, “and may God 
bless her each day of her life!” 

Every Writer for THE 

SWORD OF THE LORD 

True to the Bible 

The peans of praise we find in 
our mail! How many thank God 
that somebody sent them THE 
SWORD CF THE LORD! That is 
true with a letter from Miss Susie 


Waters of Flint, Michigan, who 
writes: 
“Some kind friend gave you 


an order to send me your won- 
derful paper, THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. Many thanks to 
them for I do enjoy it and have 
gotten a wreat blessing out of it. 

“Perhaps you are wondering 
why. It is just this: all of your 
writers stand true to the Word 
of God—no compromise. Thank 
God for that. I trust it will al- 
ways be kept that way. The 
precious tlood of Jesus to save 
from sin and Hell is made clear 
and plain, and living a surrender- 
ed life to Christ, for neutral we 
cannot be. 

“In this day of modernism and 
loose living, we are very much in 
need of true gospel preachers and 
you have them giving out: the true 
word in THE SWORD OF THE. 
LORD. This paper should be in 
every home all over the world.” 

Look for more letters next 
week. And write us your letter 
today. 


“OBJECTALKS” — 20 bright 
Bible talks to boys and giris 
illustrated by familiar objects. 


“TALKS ON TEXTS’’—20 
Children’s Sermons Illumi- 
nated by fascinating illustra- 
tions. 
“PAPER TEARING TALKS” 
15 Gospel talks. Paper is fold- 
ed then torn and the object is 
unfolded. Interesting to old 
and young. Full directions. 
One Pastor writes: ‘‘Your -talks 
are the best I have ever used 
or have been able to find.” 
00. All Three $2.66. 
whole year with the 
Children. Over 47,000 in use. 


HADDON SERVICE 
Box 164-7 Fairfield, 


Come. 


» 
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Smaller Books by DR. JOHN R. RICE 


Here Dr. Rice’s smaller books and booklets are described. Remember that 
with an order of $1.00 or more you may have a free 5x7 photograph of Dr. Rice, 


WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE MOVIES?-- 


Gives the result of several years study by professors of 
leading universities under the Payne Foundation. Proves 
that the central themes of the movies are sex and crime, 
that movies actually make criminals; that they lead thou- 
sands to adultery. Actual testimonies given from many 
girls in delinquent homes, showing that the 

movies lead to ruin. 117 pages. Price only '...... 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST IN DANIEL-- 


Chapter by chapter teaching on one of the most im- 
portant—and least understood—books of the Bible, with special reference to 
the clear teaching of Christ’s Second Coming as foretold in this 
prophetic book. Chart shows order of events. Price only 


Direct, convincing, encouraging Bible teaching. 
size § 3/8 x 7 1/2 inches. 


60c 


or Lost? 


old Adamic nature. 


The Unequal Yoke. 


15c Series 


in colored inks. 


Each book is 24 pages or more, 
Attractive pictured covers. 
Get them fer yeur friends and neighbers. 


Can a Saved Person Ever Be Lost? Discusses many Scriptures sometimes 
thought to teach a saved person can be lost; gives positive Bible teaching 
showing a child of God now has everlasting life and shall not come into the 
judgment as far as his soul’s salvation is concerned, Has settled this question 
for multitudes. 

Verbal Inspiration of the Bible. Proof from the Bible itself that the original 
manuscripts were given word by word from God. Also includes Scientific 
Accuracy of the Bible. Proves Bible infallibly correct. 28 pages. 

The Backslider. (1) What is a backshider? 
(3) The Sorrows of Backsliding.* (4) Backsliders, Saved 
(5) How to get back to full fellowship with God. 
What the Bible says about Christians being unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers in marriage, in lodges, in churches. 


Petting and the Scarlet Sin. Discusses caresses in Bible; petting for 


Mest of them are printed 


(2) Why people backslide, the 


BIBLE LESSONS ON REVELATION-- 


Meaty Bible study; a text book for studying one of the most baffling Bibli- 
cal books. Review questions for each chapter to help you master 25 Cc 
it. Prophetic Bible study at its most practical best. Price only ........ 


BIBLE FACTS ABOUT HEAVEN-- 


One of Dr. Rice’s most widely circulated books. 
Christ. The perfect gift for a bereaved family. You'll be 
blessed, you'll rejoice in it, you’ll want your friends to read it. Price only 


WHAT'S WRONG WITH THE DANCE?.- 


Another serious, problem of young people considered in the light of the 
Bible and with Dr. Rice’s characteristic direct, straightforward 35 
style and clear logic, Convincing, informative, Price ....+++++-ss++eee 


JEWISH PERSECUTION AND BIBLE PROPHECIES-- 


Bible teaching on an increasingly important subject. Gladly read by Jews 
—valuable for all Christians. With sympathy and warmth Dr. Rice here dis- 
cusses the .:problem of Jewish persecution; the Bible background and reasons 
for it; the Bible prophecies regarding the persecution of the Jews and their 
ultimate possession of the promised land. A book every 95 c 
well-informed Christian should read. 47 Pages ..eeseeeessceecvssececs 


THE SOUL-WINNER’S FIRE-- 


Eight. chapters on soul-winning to warm your heart, teach you how to 
become a soul-winner and help you to set out to be one. Every Sunday 25 C 
School worker should have this book, read it and practice it! Price.. 


LODGES EXAMINED BY THE BIBLE-- 


Showing why it is wrong for a Christian to be yoked up with unbelievers 
in lodges, to take wicked oaths, and to add his influence to an organization 
which misleads and helps send people to Hell. Facts and figures and 35 
quotations. Bible truth presented forcefully and convincingly, Price ... c 


\ 


Has caused scores to trust 


Joc 


. Scriptures, scientific evidence, wise counsel. 
Hell—What the Bible Says About It. 40 large pages, 6 chapters. Stirs re- 


mates only; arouses lust, leads to adultery; fearful results of petting; rules for 
young people; warning for the engaged, Chaste, Scriptural, nothing else like it. 

Rebellious Wives and Slacker Husbands, or What Is Wrong With the Mod, 
ern Home? God’s way for happiness and blessing in the home. 

Christ’s Literal Reign on Earth From David’s Throne at Jerusalem. A 
clear, concise introduction to the study of prophecy. Many Scriptures. 

Sunday or Sabbath. Bible proof Saturday Sabbath given to Jews only, at 
Mt. Sinai, a special sign to Jews: N. T. warns Christians not to observe; Spir- 
itual meaning. Heresies of Seventh Day Adventists. 

Tobacco—Is Its Use a Sin? Cigarette Facts. How to Quit. Convincing 
Will lead thousands to quit. 


vival fires, wins sinners, gives a passion for souls. 

All Have Sinned. God says no difference between moral man and drunkard, 
virtuous wife and harlot, good citizen and criminal, believer and infidel in the 
fact that all have sinned. Teaches, answer false doctrines, convicts and 
converts. 

Religious But Lost. Shocking proof from the Word of God that millions 
who expect to go to Heaven, including most church members, lodge members, 
moral, religious people, and even some preachers are going to Hell. 

Neglect—The Shortest Road to Hell. The main-travelled road to Hell is 
that dof neglect. Let this booklet warn your loved ones and friends. 

A Good Man Lost and a Bad Man Saved. Makes plain God’s way of sal- 
vation.’ A solemn warning to all those trusting in their own works. 

Trailed by a Wild Beast, or Be Sure Your Sin Will Find You Out. 
it for your unsaved loved ones and friends. 

The Last Judgment of the Unsaved Dead. An exposition of the twentieth 
chapter of Revelation. It shows the time when God’s record books are opened 
and every sinner hag to bow the knee to Christ. 

Healing in Answer to Prayer. Clear Bible teaching as well as personal tes- 
timony. An aid to faith. | 

8 Gospel Absurdities If a Born Again Soul Ever Loses Salvation. Eight 
ridiculous facts that would be true if a saved person should ever become lost. 


Convincing, logical, yet warm-hearted. 
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Misunderstood Pentecost 
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body of Christ. It is the Holy 
Spirit who makes the new convert 
a child of God, imparts the divine 
nature, makes him a part of the 
mystical body of Christ which will 
be caught up to meet the Saviour 
at His coming. All this is taifght 
Or implied in these verses. 

But does the Scripture here 
refer to the origin of the body 
of Christ? I insist that it does 
not. Does the Scripture here 


teach that that body began at 
Pentecost? To. ask the question 


is almost to answer it. I insist 
that it does not. 

Notice part of verse 13, “For by 
one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body.” The only con- 
nection between this Scripture 
and Pentecost is that two im- 


portant words, baptism and Spirit, 
are used here which were used in 
discussing Pentecost. Here people 
are baptized by the Spirit into 
one body. At Pentecost, we are 
told in Acts 1:5, the disciples were 
baptized into the Spirit Himself 
(there called the Holy Ghost.) 

But one soon sees by comparison 
that the two Scriptures are not 
talking about the same thing. 
Similarity in terms may be mis- 
understood if one does not take a 
little heeq to the exact wording. 
- In Mark 1:8 John saiq of Jesus, 
“I indeed have baptized you 
with water: but he shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost.” In 
Acts 1:5 Jesus said, “For John 
truly baptized with water; but 
ye shall -be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost not many days hence.” 
First Corinthians 12:13 says, “For 
by one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body.” Two verses talk 
about two baptisms. The other 
verse talks about another bap- 
tism. Here are three kinds of 
baptism pictured. 


(a) John baptized converts in 
water. 
(b) Jesus baptized the disciples 


in the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
(c) The Holy Spirit baptized 
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the Christians at Corinth into the 
body of Christ. 


In these three kinds of baptism 
there were three agents who did 
the baptizing. In (a), John the 
Baptist did the baptizing. In (b), 
Jesus did the baptizing. In (c), 
it is the Holy Spirit Himself who 
acts as the agent to take the new- 
born child of God and put him 
into the body of Christ. 


To be immersed, or covered, or 
buried, or overwhelmed in water, 
physically, is one kind of baptism. 
To be immersed, or buried, or 
covered, or overwhelmed with the 
Holy Spirit, 
Christian, 


poyred “out upon a 
is another kind of bap- 
tism. To be immersed, or covered, 
or buried into the body of Christ, 
becoming a part of that body, 
never to ke taken out, is another 
kind of baptism. You see, the 
baptism into the body of Christ 
did not happen at Pentecost ex- 
cept for those saved that day. It 
was not the same as the baptism 
in the Holy Spirit. 


First Peter 2:5 says, “Ye also, 
as lively stones, are built up a 
spiritual house, an holy priest- 
hood... The Holy Spirit is 
building a house out of living 


stones. The house is the mystical 
body of Christ, the church. It is 
built of converts,  borm-again 


people, born of the Spirit, being 
made partakers of the divine na- 
ture. Everyone of these converts, 
as soon as he is saved, is built into 


the wall, surrounded, covered, 
that is, baptized into the wall. 
Every Christian is put into the 


body of Carist by the Holy Spirit. 
That does not refer to what hap- 
pened at Pentecost. It simply re- 
fers to what happens to every 
Sinner who is born again and 
made a part of the body of Christ 
by the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Notice the difference; that the 
Holy Spirit is the agent who re- 
generates a sinner and makes 
him a part of the body of Christ, 
at the time of regeneration. But 
Christ is the agent who poured 
out at Pentecost the Holy Spirit 
upon His people, filling them, 
overflowing them, covering them 
in the Holy Spirit to empower 
them for service. It is a serious 
mistake to confuse what hap- 
pened at Pentecost when Christ 
baptized people with the Holy 
Spirit, and what happened to the 
Corinthian believers as described 
in I Corinthians 12:12, 13, when 
the Holy Spirit made Christians 
and put them into the body of 
Christ, making them a part of 
this living house, this mystical 
body of Christ. 


Aside from the fact that the 
Bible is speaking, in Fk Corinthians 
12:12, 13, of an entirely different 
baptism than that which occurred 
at Pentecost, the persons ad- 
dresseq and the time mentioned 
obviously do not refer to Pente- 
cost. First Corintians is primarily 
addressed “unto the church of 
God which is at Corinth” (I Cor. 
1:2). None of these Christians, 
as far as we know, had been 
present at Pentecost, which had 
occurred some twenty-five years 
before—before they were ever con- 
verted, before even Paul the 
apostle, who had first established 
the church at Corinth and won 
souls there, had himself been 
saved. So when_ Paul said, “For 
by one Spirit are we all haptized 
into one body,” he did not refer 
to anything that happened at 
Pentecost. None of these people 
were present at Pentecost. And 
those ef us to whom the epistle 
is secondarily addressed were not 
at Pentecost. All of us_ saved 
people have been baptized into 
the body of Christ, but for me 
that did not happen at Pentecost. 
For the reader it did not happen 


at Pentecost, just as for the 
Christians at Corinth it had not 
happened at Pentecost *@ 


Someone has said that “poten- 
tially, every Christian was bap- 
tized in the Spirit at Pentecost.” 
That is a doctrine not anywhere 
stated in the Bible and certainly 
not stated in I Corinthians 12:13. 
The danger of such a teaching is 
that it leaves us feeling that what- 
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ever Pentecost meant, we have 


already gotten all the benefits 
from it thet we can ever get, we 
cannot have the blessing they had, 
and the blessing of Pentecost, we 
are told, can never be repeated. 


The doctrine that all Christians 
were potentially baptized into the 
body of Christ at Pentecost, long 
before they were born, robs us 
of the blessing that we might get 
from the Scripture, and makes us 
miss the point that Jesus Himself 
stressed. The disciples were to 
tarry in Jerusalem until they re- 
ceived power from on high, before 
starting out to preach the gospel 
to every creature. That is-.what 
Jesus plainly said in Luke 24:46- 
49. The disciples were to receive 
power when the Holy Spirit came 
upon them, and they were to be 
witnesses unto Him in Jerusalem, 
in all Judaea and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth. That is 
what Jesus Himself expressly 
promised in Acts 1:8. When the 
power of the Holy Spirit came at 
Pentecost, then we are expressly 
told that these Spirit-filled dis- 
ciples spake for the Lord as the 
Spirit gave them utterance (what- 
ever the language), and_ three 
thousand people were converted, 
and the great world-wide, soul- 
winning ministry of the church 
was well and auspiciously begun. 
How foolish, how harmful, and I 
would almost say, how wicked for 
us to miss the clear teaching that 
Jesus gave about the meaning of 
Pentecost, trying to establish the 
fact that the church was al] bap- 
tized in the Spirit potentially, and 
that the church was thus formed 
and organized or originated at 
Pentecost. Actually, the Bible 
says nothing like that. The Bible 
does not say that the church 
originateg at Pentecost. The Bible 
does plainly say that the dis- 
ciples there received soul-winning 
power. 


8. The Church Was Not Estab- 
lished at Pentecost, because 
the Church Was Already 


in Existence 


The Scofield Reference Bible is 
the best reference Bible in the 
world. I use it constantly. I have 
been greatly helped by many of 
the notes. However, on*this mat- 
ter the Scofield Reference Bible, 
I believe, is in error, following the 
teachings of Darby. Ephesians, 
chapter 3, in the Scofield Bible is 
given the heading, “The church a 
mystery hidden from past ages.” 
And then at the bottom of the 
page there is a footnote on 
Ephesians 3:6 which says: 


“That the Gentiles were to 
be saved was no mystery 
(Rom, 9:24-33; 10:19-21). The 
mystery ‘hid in God’ was the 
divine purpose to make of 
Jew and Gentile a wholly new 
thing—‘the church, which is 
his [Christ’s] body,’ formed 
by the baptism with the Holy 
Spirit (I Cor. 12:12, 13) and 
in which the earthly distinction 
of Jew and Gentile disap- 
pears (Eph. 2:14, 15; Col. 3:10, 
11). The revelation of this 
mystery, which was foretold 
but not explained by Christ 
(Mt. 16:18), was committed 
to Paul. In his writings alone 
we find the doctrine, posi- 
tion, walk, and destiny of 
the church.” 


But was the church a wholly 
new thing? Was it never re- 
vealed before Paul? Was it 
never begun before Pentecost? As 
humbly .as I may, and begging 
the forbearance of the godly men 
with whom I differ, I think I can 
show that these notes, patterned 
after the teachings of Darby and 
the Plymouth Brethren, are mis- 
taken. 

Ephesians, chapter 3, does speak 
of a mystery. What was it? Read 
verses 1 to 6: 


“For this cause I Paul, the 
prisoner of Jesus Christ for 
you Gentiles, If ye have heard 
of the dispensation of the 
grace of God which is given 
me to you-ward: How that by 
revelation he made known 
unto me the mystery; (as I 
wrote afore in few words, 
Whereby, when ye read, ye 
may understand my _ knowl- 
edge in the mystery of Christ) 
Which in other ages was not 
made known unto the sons of 
men, as it is now revealed 
unto his holy apostles and 


as 


prophets by the Spirit; That 
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the Gentiles should be fellow- 

heirs, and of the same body, 

and partakers of his promise 
in Christ by the gospel.” 

Read those verses carefully. 
Verse 2 says a dispensation of 
the grace of God was given to 
Paul to preach, that God gave 
Paul a revelation and made known 
to him a certain mystery which in 
ages past was not revealed but 
is now revealed. Note, however, 
that the mystery was not revealed 


not made quite clear that the 
saints would be caught out to 
meet Christ in the air. Hence, 
the state of things during all this 
age when Christ is rejected of the 
world and the state of things when 
we are caught up into the air to) 


meet Him, that Gentiles are equal 
(Continued on Page 5) 
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to Paul alone. “It is now revealed 
unto his holy apostles and 
prophets by the Spirit,” says verse 
5. Not only Paul, but all the 
twelve apostles, all the prophets 
of New Testament times, all those 
who had heard Christ explain the 
Scriptures, understood the mystery 
which Paul was given to preach 
and teach at Ephesus, since he 
first carried the gospel there and 
was the spostle to the Gentiles. 

And what was the mystery? 
Was the mystery “a wholly new 
thing—‘the church, which is his 
[Christ’s] body,’”’ as the note in 
the Scofield Bible says? No, that 
is not what the Scripture Says. 
The mystery is described in 
Ephesians 3:6 as follows: ‘That 
the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, 
and of. the same body, and par- 
takers of his promise in Christ by 
the gospel.” 

There was no mystery that 
there would be a body of people 
saved, made Christ’s own and 
eventually taken up by Christ to 
be with Him forever. (That is 
what is meant by the church.) 
That was no mystery. The mystery 
was “that the Gentiles should be 
fellowheirs, and of the same body” 
as the Jews, “partakers of his 
promise in Christ by the gospel.” 
It is true that some Gentiles were 
saved in the Old Testament times. 
It is true that Old Testament 
prophets made it quite clear that 
the witole earth should eventually 
be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord and that Gentiles should 
turn to the Lord. But it is equally 
clear that the Jews never under- 
stood this and never believed that 
Gentiles would be taken into the 
fellowship of Christ on exactly the 
Same basis as the Jews. The 
mystery was that Gentiles would 
be converted and be on exactly 
the same footing. as Jews, and that 
in Christ there would. be neither 
male nor female, bond nor free, 
Jew nor Gentile. 

And since Paul was the apostle 
to the Gentiles, it was given to 
him primarily to teach this fact, 
that the Gentiles were received on 
exactly the same basis as the Jews 
and made partakers of the same 
promise of the gospel which all 
the apostles knew about, all the 
prophets of the New Testament 
times knew ‘about. 

What was made clear in the 
Old Testament was that Christ 
would be one day the King of the 
Jews and reign at Jerusalem, and 
that His kingdom should cover the 
earth . But there are many evi- 
dences that that kingdom will be 
largely a Jewish kingdom. Christ, 
of the seed of David, will sit on 
David's throne at Jerusalem. The 
twelve apostles will sit on twelve 
thrones judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel (Matt. 19:28). Then the 
“law shall go forth of Zion, and 
the word of the Lord from Jeru- 
salem” (Micah 4:2). It was not 
made clear in the Old Testament 
that there would be a long interval 
before Christ returned to reign, 
after His first coming. -It was 
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THE SWCRD OF THE LORD 


Misunderstood. Pentecost 


(Continued from Page 4) 


to Jews when converted, and all 
are alike in the same body of 
Christ, the church—that was the 
mystery not revealed in times 
past, but revealed in the New 
Testament of all the apostles and 
prophets by Jesus Christ. That 
was a mystery Paul was now 
explaining to his converts at 
Ephesus. They, like converted 
Jews, were members of the body 
of Christ. 


There is no evidence, then, that 
the church began at Pentecost as 
a. new thing. 


In a letter to the Ephesians 
Paul had much to say about the 
beautiful, thrilling fact that the 
Gentiles who once were far ofl 
were now made nigh by the blood 
of Christ. But read Ephesians 
2:11-22. There the Apostle Paul, 
by divine inspiration, is speaking 
of the church as clearly as in 
the following third chapter, And 
there the Scripture makes quite 
clear his meaning. Verse 12 says 
that the Gentiles were before 
“without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers from the covenants 
of promise, having no hope, and 
without God in the world.” The 
Scripture is not saying that there 
were none before who were in the 
body of Christ, taken close to His 
heart, possessing His life, the 
body of which He was the head. 
No, No! Ephesians 2:12 is sim- 
ply saying that it had not before 
been made clear that Gentiles, 
heathen, despised Gentiles, were 
now to he made as near as the 
beloved Jews, the chosen of God. 
Verse 13 says, “But now in Christ 
Jesus ye whc sometimes were far 
off are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ.” 


Ephesians 2:16-18 says: 


“And that he might reconcile 
both unto God in one body by the 
cross, having slain the enmity 
thereby: And came and preached 
peace to you which were afar off, 
and to them that were nigh. For 
through him we both have access 
by one Spirit unto the Father.” 


The great lesson here is not 
that there is a body, but the 
great, joyful news is that Gentiles 
who trust in Christ are now made 
nigh and the enmity between Jews 
and Gentiles is slain by the cross. 


- Gentiles Who once were far off 


and Jews that are nigh are thus 
made one when they come by one 
Spirit unto the Father. Both are 
together in the same body. That 
is the mystery now made clear: 
Gentiles are now in the same 
body before thought of as a Jew- 
ish body, 

At Pentecost many were saved, 
but it was not especially made 
Clear there that Gentiles had the 
Same privileges, stood on the same 
footing as Jews. That was not 
the issue at Pentecost. In fact, 
not until years later when Peter 
went to Cornelius (and nearly got 
pitched out of the Jerusalem 
church on his ear for being pre- 
Sumptuous, until he explained 
how God had forced him to take 
the gospel to the Gentiles) was 
this matter made clear, that Gen- 
tiles were in the church exactly 
like Jews. To say that Pentecost 
was “the birthday of the church” 
does not at all explain what hap- 
pened there. And there are no 
Scriptures that justify such a 
statement, in my humble opinion. 


4. The Church, the Body of 
Christ, Is Made Up of All Those 
Who Were Ever Saved, Both 
Old Testament and New 
Testament Saints and 
Could Not Have Be- 
gun at Pentecost 


From the above Scriptures, 
surely you have seen that the 
body of Christ is not just a new 
thing first revealed to Paul, not 
just a new thing which began at 
Pentecost. The one hundred and 
twenty whg were in the upper 
room when the great blessing of 
Pentecost came were already 
Christ’s. They were already His 
forever. They were already the 
temples of the Holy Spirit. They- 
were already united in heart, “of 
one accord,” as the Scripture a 
number of times says (Acts 1:14; 
Acts 2:1; Acts 2:46, etc), It 
seems rather foolish to ; claim 
that if one of these disciples, 


‘waiting in the upper room as the 


Lord commanded, continuing 
Steadfastly with the others. in 
prayer and supplication, had died 
the day before Pentecost, he would 
not. have been in the church, the 
body of Christ. A Christian who 
was saved was just as much saved 
before Pentecost as after it, One 
Saved in the Old Testament was 
saved, the same way as in the 


New Testament. Peter, in Acts 
10:43, makes it’ clear that people 
were saved just alike in all dis- 
pensations and in all generations, 
and that cvery prophet agrees on 
this. “To him: give all the pro- 
phets witness, that through bis 
name whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins.” 

What does “the church” mean? 
The word church is a’ translation 
of the Greek word ekklesia. That 
word means a called-out assem- 
bly. For example, the nation Is- 
rael, called out of Egypt and as- 
sembled in the wilderness at 
Mount Sinai, is called “the church 
in the wilderness” in Acts 7:38. 
Israel, a called-out assembly, was 
literally a church, 


New Testament congregations 
of Christians, that is, called out 
of their homes, and in a figura- 
tive sense called out of the world 
and assembled together, were call- 
ed churches in the New Testa- 
ment, 


In Acts 19 there are three start- 
ling uses of this Greek word ekk- 
lesia which is everywhere else in 
the New Testament translated 
church, But there, in Acts 19:32, 
39, 41, the word is translated as- 
sembly, and in these three cases 
refers to the mob assembled to 
kill the Apostle Paul and his com- 
panions! That mob was not com- 
posed of Christians, but they were 
a called-out assembly. So they 
were called by the Greek word, 
ekklesia, which means a _ called- 
out assembly. 

The word ekklesia, which in 
every other occurrence in the New 
Testament is translated church, 
does not mean an assembly of a 
particular kind of people. Israel 
at Mount Sinai was aé_e church, 
though it included saved people 
and lost people, good and bad. 
But they were a called-out group 
assembled together. That assem- 
bly-or mo» called out at Ephesus 
to kill the Christian leaders be- 
cause they preached against the 
worship of the goddess Diana, 
whose shrines the -silversmiths 
there made—that group of people 
was a called-out assembly. You 
see, the word church simply re- 
fers to a called-out assembly ol 
people. 


We should remember that the 
word church in the Bible never 
means a Gcenomination. The term 
is always used of a local assem- 
bly of people, except when it re- 
fers to a great future called-out 
assembly, including all the saints 
called out to meet Christ at the 
rapture. When the Lord Jesus 
calls all His own up into the air 
to meet Him at His coming, then 
that will be a called-out assem- 
bly; and so,the Bible speaks of 
this group, including all the saved 
people of ajl ages, past and pres- 
ent and future, as a church, 

Hebrews 12:22-24 speaks in de- 
tail of this called-out assembly, 
those who will meet together with 
Jesus in the air and be taken 
with Him into glory. After say- 
‘ing that the believer does not 
come to Mount Sinai and is not 
under the law, this Scripture says: 
“But ye are come unto mount 
Sion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusa- 
lem, and to an innumerable com- 
pany of angels, To the general 
assembly and church of the first- 
born, which are written in heav- 
en, and to God the Judge of all, 
and to the spirits of just men 
made perfect, And to Jesus the 
mediator of the new covenant, 
and to the blood of sprinkling, 
that speaketh better things than 
that of Abel.” 


Notice that Christians are to 
come “to the general assembly 
and church of the firstborn, which 
are written in heaven, and to God 
the Judge of all, and to the spirits 
of just men made perfect, And 
to Jesus the mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the blood of 
sprinkling, that speaketh better 
things than that of Abel.” It is 
obvious that the Lord speaks of 


red 


the whole assembly that will be 
gathered m Heaven. Since they 
will be called out of this world 
and assembled together’ there, 
they are properly called, “the gen- 
eral assembly and church of the 
firstborn.’ And this is the group 
“which are written in heaven. ’ 
This is the group which includes 
all “the spirits of just men made 
perfect,” this Scripture says. 
Surely such an assembly will 
contain all the saints of Gad, all 
those who ever put their trust in 
the blood. Here will be righteous 
Abel who hy faith offered a more 
excellent sacrifice. Abel knew 
about the Saviour and trusted 
Him and was saved. He is one 
of “the spirits of just man made 
perfect.” He is one of those 
“which are written in heaven.’ 
Enoch will be there, who walked 
with God and God took him. So 
will Noah and those saved with 
him in the ark. Abraham, who 
saw Christ’s day and was glad, 
will certainly be there. Moses 
will be there, Davia will be there. 
Elijah and Elisha will surely be 
there. So will every one who ever 
put his trust in the coming Mes- 
Siah, or in a Saviour already 
come, every one who has his name 
written in Heaven, 
When the Lord Jesus 
“the dead in Christ’ shall rise 
first,” says I Thessalonians 4:16. 
That surely will include Old Tes- 
tament saints as well as New 
Testament saints. Then we Chris- 
tions who are alive and remain, 
shall be caught up together with 
them to meet the Lord in the air. 
And all this vast called-out as- 
sembly which will gather in the 
New Jerusalem in Heaven, is call- 
“the church of the firstborn.”’ 
This is the body of Christ. And it 
did not begin at Pentecost. It 
surely bezan the first time a soul 
trusted *n God for forgiveness 
and salvation and was made into 
a child of God, made into a new 


comes, 


creature, and destined to meet 
with us in Heaven. 
Did Jesus Himself build the 


church? In Matthew 16:18 we 
have this well-known statement 
by the Saviour: “And I say also 
unto thee, That thou art Peter. 
and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell 
Shall not prevail against it.” 1 
believe that the Lord Jesus had 
no thought here of promising 
that He would build a human de- 
nomination, including some saved, 
some lost, some believers and 
some modernist infidels, wearing 
the name of some particular sect. 
No, no! Jesus had in mind this 
body, including all the saints, all 
believers of all ages. 

How, then, could Jesus say, “1 
WILL build my church’’? Did 
that mean that the church was fu- 
ture when Jesus told Peter that 
He, Christ, would build upon Him- 
self a church? 

We are troubled here by a slight 
mistranslation, or more properly, 
by an inadequate translation. In- 
stead of an entirely future mean- 
ing, what Jesus really said is, “I 
will be building my church,” that 
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is, that bit by bit, adding -one 


convert ana then another, the 
Lord Jesus would’ continually 
build His church. Long before 


this others had built upon this 
one foudation, Jesus Christ the 
foundation stone and cornerstone 
(who will also be the capstone). 
Before this people had been made 
part of this great assembly and 
church of the firstborn written 
in Heaven who would assemble in 
the heavenly Jerusalem at the 
rapture of the saints. And now 
Jesus was saying that all those 
who should be saved, He would 
continue to pnuild upon Himself 
into a holy tempie, a body, a 
church, 


This onz-by-one building of the 
church, the body of Christ, that 
group which is to be called out 
into the wonderful assembly in 
Heaven, is discussed in Ephesians 
2:19-22. Read these verses care- 
fully. 


“Now therefore ye are no more 
strangers and foreigners, but fel- 
lowcitizens with the saints, and 
of the household of God: And are 


built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone; In whom all the 
building fitly framed together 
groweth into an holy temple in 
the Lord: In whom ye also are 
builded together for an _habita- 


tion of God through the, Spirit. ’ 

You see, we are built “upon the 
foundation of the apostles and 
prophets.” Others were in the 
body of Christ before us Gentiles. 
And these prophets—-were they 
not Old Testament prophets and 
leaders for God? 


But specially notice that this 
building continually grows, ‘“Je- 
sus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone; In whom all the 
building. fitly framed together 
groweth into an holy temple in 
the Lord.” Every time a soul is 
saved, the body of Christ grows. 
The temple grows. The building 
progresses and grows. And all of 
us Christians “are builded to- 
gether for an habitation of God 
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through the Spirit.” 


This constant growth of the 
body of Christ, His church, is 
clearly taught in I Peter 2:9, 
mentioned before: “Ye also, a5 


lively stones, are built up a spir- 
itual house, an holy ~-priesthood, 
to offer up spirftual sacrifices, 
acceptable to God by Jesus 
Christ.” You see, the building is 
still growing. - 

that 


It is weli to notice, also, 
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Promised Land. Another miracle, 
another answer to prayer, A4nf- 
othw: victory was theirs: the wa- 
ters of Jordan parted. Trium- 
phantly, gioriously the splendid 
armies of the Lord moved. Ene- 
mies were defeated and their ban- 
ners were always triumphant. Na- 
tions fled before them . It seemed 
that they could never suffer de- 
feat. 

Then they stood before Jericho. 
Jericho was one of the largest 
and most ancient cities in Canaan. 
Jericho was excellently situated 
and a strongly fenced city. Broad 
and lofty walls ran around the 
city and the only way in and out 
was by the great gates which 
were scrupulously shut every night 
at sundown. There were great 
foundries cf iron and brass in Jeri- 
Cho and also countless workshops 
of silver and gold. 


God reassured Joshua with 
these words: “I have given into 
thine hand Jericho.” Then God 


proceeded to give instructions as 
to how the city of Jericho was to 
fall. The rich and licentious city 
was doomed of God to swift over- 
throw and absolute extermina- 
tion. 


There was one thing, however, 
that God stipulated. God said, in 
effect, “I want you to keep your- 
selves from the accursed thing. 
If you take the accursed thing, 
then you will make the whole 
camp of Israel a curse and there 
will be nothing but trouble” 
(Josh. 6:18). 

What was the accursed thing? 
The next verse tells us. All the 
Silver and gold and vessels of 
brass and iron were to be conse- 
crated unto the Lord. They were 
to be put into the treasury of the 
Lord. If anyone took any of these 
things he would be touching 
something which God had conse- 
crated to His own use. Thus, he 
would be_ sinning. Punishment 
for this sin would be death for 
the individuat and defeat for the 
entire company of Israel. 


Joshua gave his orders. For 
six days the Israelites marched 
around the city, and on the sev- 
enth day, the seventh time around, 
we see the tribes marching proud- 


ly and triumphantly . Bach tribe 


had its own regiment entering 
battle under its own ensign. The 
trumpets blew; the walls fell flat 
and that day Jericho fell before 
the armies of Israel, (It is in- 
teresting to note that Dr. John 
Garstang, director of the British 
School of Archaeology in Jerusa- 
lem and of the Department of 
Antiquitirs of the Palestine Gov- 
ernment, excavated the ruins of 
Jericho. He found that the Bibli- 
cal description was absolutely ac- 
curate according to his study of 
what remeins of ancient Jericho.) 

But—Achan’s Secret Sin 

The battle was over! Night 
fell on the prostrate city and the 
hour of temptation struck for 
Joshua and ah his men. “Blessed 
is the man that endureth tempta- 
tion: for when he is tried, he shall 
receive the crown of life,” and 
Joshua and all his men received 
the crown of life that night—but 
one. 

Who is that stealing about 
among the smoking ruins? Those 
are the movements of one of 
Joshua’s mien! Has he lost his 
way? He hides! He listens. He 
looks through the darkness. He 
disappears into the night. 

The sun rises over the eastern 
horizon. A new day dawned. A 
victory haa been accomplished. 
The Lord was with Joshua, and 
his fame was noised through the 
whole country. Joshua was con- 
fident of victory in Canaan now. 
Only a few more short months of 
military campaigning and _ the 
rich and luxurious land of milk 
and honey would be his. The next 
city to be taken was Ai. 


The Mistake of Over-Con- 
fidence 
Ai was only a small town. 
Joshua decided to send spies to 
see what sort of place Ai was 
and what type of defense the city 
would put up. The spies came 
back and reported that since the 
Israelites had so mightily taken 
the city of Jericho, it would take 
only a weak force to capture the 
defenseless city of Ai. So Joshua 
decided to send only a small seg- 
ment of troops. Notice in pass- 
ing that Joshua made a tragic 
mistake. He was resting on a 
victory of yesterday. 
Young men and young women, 


Misunderstood Pentecost 
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— 


the Apostle Peter wrote this 
“church truth,” as did the author 
of the book of Hebrews, and the 
Apostie Paul. 

In I Corinthians 12:12, 13 when 
Paul told the people at Corinth 
that they were all baptized by one 
Spirit into one body, he simply 
meant that when they were con- 
verted each one was built into 
the wall of this growing building. 
Each one was a living stone, put 
into the wall; there submerged, 
covered, buried with others in be- 
coming a part of this holy temple 
God is building, this house of 
God through the Spirit, this body 
of which He is the head, His 
church. When they were con- 
verted they were made a part of 
this great assembly which will be 
called out at the rapture an@ as- 
sembled in Heaven. 

Do you not see, then, that all 
who are saved in all ages will 
have to be called out together and 
assembled in Heaven together, 
and be a part together of “the 
church which is his body,” the 
“church and assembly of the first- 
born which was are written in 
heaven”? And if all the Old 
Testament saints are to be in 
this called-out assembly, then the 
building was first started when the 
first soul was ever saved. Every 
person who ever came to know 
forgiveness and regeneration and 
Salvation; every one who ever 
was made partaker of the divine 
nature and became the Lord’s, 
then and there became a part of 
this body which Christ is still 
building. 

Evidently this.is why the Bible 
never discusses “the origin of the 
church.” It was not some great 
dispensaticnal happening. It did 
not occur at Pentecost . The ori- 
gin of the church was really the 
beginning of the salvation of sin- 
ners. One cannot divorce the fact 
of salvation and the fact of mem- 


Everyone saved will be raptured. 
“We shall not all sleep, but we 
Shall all be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye...” 
(I Cor. 15:51, 52). All of God's 
own will be raised and changed 
and collected at the same time. 
There will be no distinction be- 
tween Old Testament saints and 
New Testament saints in the rap- 
ture. All will be assembled to- 
gether in Heaven when Jesus 
comes. And all that assembly is 
called “‘the church of the first- 
born.” Tney are all the same 
called-out assembly. And _ that 
assembly, that church, that body 
of Christ, did not begin at Pente- 
cost, 


I would give no special impor- 
tance to the matter of whether 
the church began at Pentecost, 
except that people who are blind- 
ed by this misunderstanding of 
Pentecost lose the clear teaching 
of the Bible that at Pentecost 
Christians were simply filled with 
the Holy Spirit and prepared 
to win souls as Jesus had com- 
manded them to do, and that 
Pentecost is held forth as a sam- 
ple for the rest of us to experience 
and follow. We, too, are to be 
filled with the Spirt of God, and 
then with the power of God we 
are to witness in our Jerusalem, 
in all our Judaea, in Samaria and 
unto the uttermost part of the 
world. How tragic, how sad, to 
miss the meaning of Pentecost by 
thinking of some technical, theor- 
etical, dispensational change 
taught by Darby and Plymouth 
Brethren and the ultra-dispensa- 
tionalists. How sad to miss the 
power of Pentecost and the les- 
son of Pentecost which this gen- 
eration of Christians has so wide- 
ly missed and so greatly needs! 


(Next week another article on 
“Misunderstood Pentecost,’ show- 
ing that what happened at Pente- 
cost was not sanctification and 
was not simply growth in Chris- 


bership in’ the body of Christ. 


tian grace. Don’t miss it!) 
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that is always fatal in your Chris- 
tian expericnce. Because you won 
the victory over temptation yes- 
terday, because you won a glori- 
ous spiritual victory . yesterday, 
does not necessarily mean that 
you will win today. ‘It takes rh 
much prayer, it takes as much 
yielding today as it did yesterday. 
Satan never sleeps. He works 
twenty-fou- hours a day. He 
brings all of his armies—the 
world, the flesh and the Devil— 
against us every day. Never be 
confident in your own strength 
to win the battle. You are no 
match for Satan. Joshua seemed 
to. have tcrgotten that God had 
delivered Jericho into his hands, 
that Israel alone would never have 
won the battle. 


After the great German vic- 
tories, contrary to the advice of 
his generals, Hitler was over- 
bearingly confident that the Nazi 
Panzer divisions could sweep into 
Moscow in a few weeks. He un- 
derestimated the strength of the 
enemy. Mussolini was confident 
that his Black Shirts would soon 
overthrow the poor and weak 
Greeks. He was mistaken. Don't 
ever make the mistake of under- 
estimating your enemies. On one 
occasion he may be a “roaring 
lion” and the next time you may 
meet him in’ battle as an “angel 
of light.” Be continually clothed 
in the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand against 
the wiles of Satan. Paul said 
that he had “no confidence in the 
flesh.” The only way to be sure 
of success is to have this promise 
as a reality: “The Lord thy God 
is with thee ... The Lord your 
God is he that goeth with you, to 
fight for you.” 


Secret Sin Causes Defeat at 
Unexpected Time 


The children of Israel were still 
celebrating the glorious victory of 
Jericho when down the mountain- 
side from the direction of Aj 
came the first stragglers. Their 
news put 2 damper on the whole 
camp of Israel. Their men had 
suffered. defeat. Thirty-six had 
fallen casualties. Scores were 
wounded. The army was retreat- 
ing in shame and disgrace, Joshua, 
who a few moments ago had been 
proud and confident, rent his 
clothes, put dust on his head and 
fell on the earth on his face be- 
fore the Ark of the Lord. ' He be- 
gan to complain to God. “Alas, 
O God, wherefore hast thou at 
all brought this people over Jor- 
dan, to deliver us into the hand 
of the Amorites, to destroy us? 
would to God we had been con- 
tent, and dwelt on-the other side 
Jordan!” (Josh. 7:7). All victory 
was gone. There was nothing but 
utter shamic and defeat. Soon the 
news would be spread to other na- 
tions. They would gain  confi- 
dence, link themselves together 
and come and destroy Israel. The 
light that had blazed so furiously 
a few hours before was now 
quenched. Hearts were sad. The 
people were crestfallen. All their 
anticipations and hopes melted in 
the distance. ' 


Three - Tense 
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condemned can be properly trans- 
lated judged. “He that believeth 
on him is not judged.” In what 
sense? He is not judged for sin 
that might condemn him to Hell. 
He is not judged for sin that 
finally would result in his being 
banished from God to suffer in 
the lake of fire and brimstone for- 
ever and ever. Why? Because 
Christ has been judged or judg- 
ment for that individual’s sin. “He 
was wounded for our transgres- 
Sions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chmstisement of 
our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed,” if we 
have received Him by faith as a 
personal Saviour. 

Some of you have been neg- 
lecting giving your heart to Jesus 
Christ today, thinking, “Well, one 
day I shall. Just before I leave 
this life to go out into eternity, I 
will get saved.” Oh, I plead with 
you today, take Christ as your 
personal Saviour and let Him be- 
come judgment for your sins for 
you. 


Present—Power of Sin 

But then there is a_ present 
aspect to this redemption that 
Christ provides by shedding His 
precious blood. And in I Cor- 
inthians 10 verse 13, we are told: 
“There hath no temptation taken 
you but such as is common to 
man: but God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will 
iwith the temptation also make a 
way to escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it.” In other words, 
the present aspect of this re- 
demption that Christ provides is, 
you may triumph over sin. 

In Romans 6, verse 14, we are 
told: “For sin shall not have 
dominion over you.” We can walk 
a victorious life. The Apostle Paul 
said, “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me.” 
If you have been putting off 
giving your heart to Jesus, ‘think- 
ing in the terms, “I won't be able 


you? One minute you were sail- 
ing high with a smile of glorious 
victory, and the next you were 
discouraged, defeated, disappoint- 
ed and disillusioned. You could 
not truthfully say that you were 
a conqueror in Christ. 


answer ,the prayer of His faithful 
servant. The Lord said to 
Joshua, “Wherefore liest thou 
thus upon thy face? Israel hath 
sinned ... They have even taken 
of the accursed thing, and have 
also stolen. . they have put it 
even among their own stuff... 
neither will I be with you any 
more, except ye destroy the ac- 
cursed from among you.” 


Ah, here was the secret! This 
was the reason for the terrible 
defeat! Secret sin somewhere! 
Someone had stolen some of the 
valuables of Jericho and hidden 
them in th2ir own possession. God 
says, “Be sure your sin will find 
you out.” If God had not halted 
their progress, they would have 
gone on in sin. Their hearts 
would have become hardened. 
They wouid have gone from one 
sin to another until they became 
hardened. This thing which 
might have seemed small at the 
moment would have led to larger 
and more tragic consequences. 
God demands absolute obedience. 

There is one obstacle that can 
block the channel and check God's 
power, anid that obstacle is sin. 
Sin is a great barrier. It alone 
can hinder the work of the Spirit. 
“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; 
neither his ear heavy, that it can- 
not hear; But your iniquities have 
separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have hid his 
face from you, that he will not 
hear” (Isa. 59:1, 2). Sin is the 
great barrier; it must be put 
away. There is no alternative. 
There can be no compromising. 
God will nut work as long as there 
is iniquity. If we do not come 
out in open confession’ immedi- 
ately, God will uncover our sins 
for us. The uncovering process 
may be hurtful and bring tragic 
consequences. 


Sin Must Be ha to 


God saia, Rm nd I want you 


Has not this often happened to 
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But God did not wait long to} 


Redemption 


to live it,” Oh, dear friend, cast 
that thought out of your mind. 
Take Christ by faith as your per- 
sonal Saviour and let Him live 
in you, let Him possess and control 
you, let Him indwell you and 
consequently through the Holy 
Spirit, empower you. And _ the 
promise is, “Walk in the Spirit, 
and ye shall not fulfil the lust 
of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). 
Individuals who are up one day 
and down the next, up another and 
down‘the next, are somewhat like 
the little lad who went out of the 
house with his dad. There were 
snow and ice On the ground. The 
father said to him, “Sonny, let 
me have your hand. You are 
going to fall if you don’t give 
Daddy your hand.” 

The little fellow said, “No, I 
will make it all right.” 


He hadn’t gone very far until 
out from under him went his feet 
and down he went. The father 
said, “Now, Sonny, give Daddy 
your hand.” 

The little fellow wouldn’t do it. 
He grabbed Daddy's coat sleeve 
and held on. They had not gone 
far until his feet went out from 
under him again and down he 
went. The father said, “Are yov 
ready, Sonny, to ere Dad your 
hand ?” 

The little boy said yes, and he 
Stuck it up. His ‘father took his 
hang and down the street they 
went. Every once in a while the 
little fellow’s feet went almost out 
from under him but his dad had 
him by his hand and he braced 
him and held him up. 

I say to you, who are putting 
off giving your heart to Jesus, 
saying, “Oh, when I quit this 
habit, or that habit, or some other 
habit,” bring all of your habits 
to Jesus. Say in the words of 
the song, 

Just as Iam, without one plea, 

But that Thy blood was shed 

for me, 

And that Theu bidd’st me 

come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come! 

I come! 

Come with all of your filth, with 
all of your dirt, with all of your 
wickedness, with all of your ‘sin, 
and the blood of Jesus Christ: His 
Son cleanseth us from all sin. He 
will wash you clean in His 
precious blood, and the Holy Spirit 
will indwell your body, and He 
will enable you and empower you 
to be able to walk and live the 
kind of a life that He wants you 
to live. Redemption that the Lord 
provides is a redemption that we 
can enjoy right now: 

The Lord said “This is life 
eternal, that they might know 
thee, the only true God and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent.” Do 
you know God today, do you know 
Christ today as your personal 
Saviour? Have you _ received 
Jesus by faith and come inte 
possession of this life that Christ 
made possible by His death on 
the cross of Calvary for you? 
Then you are enjoying now that 
which Jesus Christ came to give. 
It is not future. You have it now. 
The Scripture says, “He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life.” Not “may have,” not 
“can have,” not “might have,” but 
“hath, H-A-T-H.” That’ méans 
has; you have it now. So you who 
do not now have Christ as your 
personal Saviour, I urge upon you 
by faith receive Him today. 

Future—Presence of Sin 

But there is a future aspect to 
this redemption that Christ makes 
possible, has made possible by Hi’ 
death on the cross for us, ang by 
His resurrection from the grave. 
That future aspect is that there 
will be a deliverance one day from 
the presence of sin. Oh, it is 
wonderful to think in the terms 
that this mortal shall put on im- 
mortality; this corruptible shall 
put on incorruption. The tears, the 
heartaches, the disappointments, 
the defeats—one day, because 
Christ has triumphed, you and I 
also shall triumph. 

Before we went on the air we 
had a Scripture reading from the 
book of Philippians, and the last 
verse of the third chapter says 
this: ‘Who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body, ac- 
cording to the working whereby he 
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is able even to subdue all things 
unto himself.” One day all sin 
will be behind us. We will reign 
with the Lord, be with Him, re- 
ceive even as He has, a glorified 
pody. The mortal will have put 
on immortality and the corruptible 
will have put on incorruption. Oh, 
wonderful redemption that Christ 
provides because of what He has 
done for us! ‘ 

I say to you, today is the day 
of salvation. Behold now is the 
accepteq time. You ought not 
put off any longer this matter of 
opening your heart and receiving 
Christ by faith as your personal 
Saviour. 

Note this, and we have to hasten 
soon to a close. Jesus, by dying 
for you, shedding His precious 
blood, made possible you having 
redemption. In whom? Christ. 
“We have redemption through his 
blood, even the forgiveness of 
sins.” 

What can wash away my sin? 


Nothing but the blood of 
Jesus; 
What can make me _ whole 
again? 
Nothing but the blood of 
Jesus, 
Oh! precious is the flow 
That makes me white as 
snow ; 


No other fount I know, 
Nothing but the blood of 
Jesus. 

We ought to love Him, those of 
us who are saved. We ought to 
serve Him with all of our hearts. 
We ought to heed His admonition. 
And in this hour especially we 
ought to realize that we must 
work the works of Him that sent 
us while it is day, for the night 
is rapidly approaching. The day 
of His appearing draweth nigh. 
As God’s people, we ought to be 
busy snatching men and women, 
boys and girls from the burning. 
Then those of you who have never 
named His name, I say to you, you 
ought to love Him because He died 
for you. 

The story is told about a little 
lad who wasn’t so fortunate as 
some other children. Quite often 
he hag to do without the neces- 
sities -of.. life. 
was at sehool he was hungry. He 


One day when_ he. 


Redemption 


didn’t have any lunch, so he stole 
a lunch box of another lad’s. He 
was caught and brought before the 
school. The rule of the school was 
that he must take thirty lashes 
on his bare back. ‘He bared his 
back and stood before the class- 
room, The class noticed that the 
bones were showing on his body. 
He had gone without the neces- 
Sities of life long, long, long, 
many, many times. The principal 
hated to have to do it. but it was 
the rule, it was the law, and the 
price had to be paid. He raised 
the lash; it came down once and 
went around the little lad’s body 
and left a mark. The little fellow 
almost toppled over. A little fel- 
low at the rear of the classroom 
rose to his feet and he said, calling 
the principal by name, “Could I 
take the other twenty-nine lashes 


for Tommy ?” > 


“Well, the 
the’ thirty 
If you want 


The principal said, 
law requires’ that 
lashes shall be given. 


to take the other’ twenty-nine 
lashes for him, the law will be 
satisfied.” 


The lad came forward, he bared 
his back, he stood, he took the 
other twenty-nine lashes’ while 
Tommy toppled over into a seat. 
He looked up at Jimmy as Jimmy 
stood there to take the twenty- 
nine lashes. When it was all 
over, little Tommy rose up, stag- 
gering, but he threw his arms 
around little Jimmy and said, “Oh, 
I thank you for suffering for 
me!” 

That is a crude illustration, may- 
be, but it surely does illustrate the 
fact that He made bare His heart, 
He took the darts of sin ang Satan, 
He suffered for us. And you who 
have never named His name, you 
who have never shown gratitude 
enough to take Him as _ your 
Saviour, I plead with you today 
while the Scripture declares the 
fact, “As many as received him, 
to them gave he power to be- 
come the sons of God.” Throw 
open your heart’s door while He 
is knocking there, and invite Him 
in and say, “Lord, cleanse me and 
purge me from sin. I trust you 
now for everlasting life.”” Won't 
you do it? He loves you so. You 
do loye Him enough to take Him 
now as Saviour, don't you? 


Transformed in One Week 
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tended the first of our conferences 
on.evangelism at Winona Lake 
three years ago. On fire for soul 
winning, though young and inex- 
perienced, he became prominent 
in youth revivals and has since 
toured Europe and is sending out 
an urgent appeal for soul winners. 
Who can measure what the power 
of that one week of Spirit-filled 
messages, uniteq prayer and con- 
fessions and resolutions did for 
that young minister! Many, many 
other examples I could give. One 
week may transform your life! 


You Must Not Miss It! 


At John Brown University at 
Siloam Springs, Arkansas, _ the 
next Sword of the Lord Conference 
on Evangelism will be held, June 
27-July 4. The speakers. will 
include Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.; Dr. Joe 
Henry Hankins; Dr. John Brown; 
this editor, John R. Rice; Dr. 
Harry D., Clarke; Evangelist Wil- 
liam H. -Rice; Evangelist Del 
Fehsenfelqd and others. Dr. Bob 
Jones has preached to more people 
than any American now living, we 
believe. and has probably seen 
more souls saved than any man 
alive. How ‘heart-moving the 
ministry of this great man of God, 
the founder of Bob Jones Uni- 
versity, the winner of perhaps 
hundreds of thousands of souls. 
You should hear him. 


Dr, Joe Henry Hankins has a 
life-transforming ministry. He 
preaches with passion and in the 
power of the Holy Ghost. He 
creates a concern for sinners, stirs 
a revival fire in the hearts of 
ministers and laymen alike. Don't 
miss hearing him! He will be with 
us all the week, 


,Dr. John Brown a few years ago 
was wonderfully used in great 
union revival campaigns. In re- 
cent years he has spent more of 
his time at his schools, but he is 


a’ powerful, magnetic speaker. He 
will grip you and charm you and 
tremendously move you. 

Dr. Harry D. Clarke, eight years 
with Billy Sunday, author of songs 
and choruses sung around. the 
world, will have charge of the song 
leading. You never heard such 
mass singing, you were never so 
thrilled with the power of the 
Holy Spirit in song as you will] be 
under the leading of Dr. Harry D. 
Clarke! 

This editor will be there to 
speak on prayer and the Holy 
Spirit and soul winning and conse- 
cration. Others will do their part. 
There will be special prayer meet- 


ings, clinics. It will be a  life- 
transforming week! I beg you in 
Jesus’ name, if at al) possible, 


plan to spend those eight days, or 
as many of them as possible, at the 
Sword of the Lord Conference, on 
Evangelism at John Brown Uni- 
versity; June 27-July 4. 

At present rooms are available 
for men, or other rooms for wom- 
en, or rooms for husbands and 
wives together, or families. The 
rates will be $1.50 per person per 
day for room, plus $1.50 a person 
for meals, if meals are desired 
on the campus. The total cost 
will be $3.00 a day per person if 
both room and meals are taken at 
John Brown University. 

An advance deposit of 3.00 per 
room is required. We urge you 
to reserve a room at once. Say 
how many are coming, get 
registered for this great life-trans- 
forming conference. Oh, may the 
dear Spirit of God transform the 
lives of hundreds in this one week! 

Plan now to come. Please pray 
daily for a mighty anointing of 
the Holy Ghost, Oh, for a Pente- 
cost of blessing from God on His 
people! 

Send your $3.00 deposit to John 
Brown University, Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas, at once, 


| 


My friends: 1 would like to 
ask you to note these figures. 
Bob Jones University which is 
really a baby in the family of 
educational institutions, has ma- 
triculated this school year more 
than 2700 students. Remember, 
800 of these students are young 
men preparing for the ministry. 
More than 200 of them are 
young women who are taking a 
teacher’s course. These young 
women are going out into many 
communities, not enly as cul- 
tured Christian young people 
but they will be soul winners. 
Now, note especially these fig- 
ures. Alost 500 of our students 
feel that they have been called 
to be foreign missionaries. Some 
of these do not know yet to 
what foreign country God has 
called them; but South Amer- 
ica, Africa, China, Japan, India, 
Europe, Philippine Islands, 
Tibet, Asia, Haiti, West Indies, 
Alaska, Canada, and French 
Indo-China have been definite- 
ly named as fields to which 
many of these almost 500 young 
people say God has called them 
to go. 

If the Lord tarries and you 
Christian people will keep pray- 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


ing for us and if you will sup- 
ply the financial assistance Bob 


= 


Jones University needs, we will 
in the next few years be doing 
work much greater than we are 
now. Remember, our institu- 
tion is just beginning “to hit 
its stride.” It takes a little time 
to launch a Christian institu- 
tion, to set up educational 
standards, and to get down to 
real business. On the basis of 
the record Bob Jones Univer- 
sity has made, on the basis of 
its dynamic evangelistic empha- 
sis, and on the basis of the 
prospects it has for future work 
for the Lord Jesus Christ, we 
feel that the institution de- 
serves a real share in the in- 
vestments that God's people 
make in God’s work. Our load 
is heavy. We need your help. 
We are counting on you. You 
will not fail us. Please let us 
hear from you, and please make 
as large a financial investment 
as possible in this glorious 
work which Bob Jones Univer- 
sity is by the grace of God do- 
ing for the cause of our Lord 


and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Thank you and God bless you. 
BOB JONES, 


Bob Jones University 


Greenville, S. C. 
—Advertisement 


The Bible Command You Ignored! 


By EDITOR JOHN R. RICE 


“Give attendance to reading,” 
said Paul by divine inspiration in 
I Timothy 4:13. Paul himself 
felt the need of following his 
exhortation. A prisoner in Rome, 
he wrote Timothy, ‘“‘The cloke that 
I left at Troas with Carpus, when 
thou comest, bring with thee, AND 
THE BOOKS, BUT ESPECIALLY 


THE PARCHMENTS”. (II Tim. 
4:13). Paul must have his books, 
and especially carefully chosen 


ones copied on expensive parch- 
ments. 

Have you obeyed this Bible com- 
mand to “give attendance to read- 
ing’’? Worldly-mindeg people may 
feel that books are a luxury. But 
a Bible-believing Christian can- 
not afford to feel that way. To 
do so would be sin. As groceries 
are a necessity, so are carefully 
selected Christian books a neces- 
sity for a Christian who would 
obey the Bible commands. 


No trash; not even mediocre, 
lukewarm Christian reading. but 
reading tnat has been selected by 
giving careful attention—that is 
what the Bible requires of a 
Christian. -So every Christian 
must feel a deeply serious’ burden 
to obey the Lord on this question 
of Christian reading. 


Some Christians can _ afford 
dessert on their dinner table and 
cannot afford to buy a half dozen 
Christian books in a year!’ Some 
Christian drive a new model auto- 
mobile and cannot spend $10 a 
year for Christian reading! Little 
wonder that Christians are so 
poorly developed. They do not 
Obey the Bible command, “Give 
attendance to reading,” and their 
philosophy of life is based upon 
the daily newspapers, on immature 
slush put out by immature Chris- 
tian writers or worldly writers 
who have not even the Christian 
viewpoint. 

Distinguished Christian Lead- 
ers Help “Give Attendance 
to Reading” in The Sword 
Book Club 


Since it is the solemn duty for 
Christians to giye attention to 
reading, and thus to grow in grace 
on the strong meat of Bible 
preaching and teaching and other 
genuinely Christian literature, 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD has 
selected some distinguished Chris- 
tian leaders to help in this matter 
of selecting the very best in 
Christian literature for readers 
who wish to obey the Bible. The 
following men are acting as judges 
of the Sword Book Club, selecting 
each month the very best in avail- 
able Christian literature: 

Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, famous 
evangelist, Glendale, California. 

Dr. John W. Bradbury, editor 
THE WATCHMAN-EXAMINER, 
New York, N. Y. ; 

Dr. V. Raymond Edman, presi- 
dent Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 

Dr. Henry Hepburn, minister 
emeritus Buena Memorial Presby- 
terian Church, Chicago, Illinois. 


Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., president 


Bob Jones University, Greenville, 
South Carolina. 


Dr. Robert G. Lee, pastor Belle- 
vue Baptist Church, Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

Dr. T. Roland Philips, pastor 
Arlington Presbyterian Church, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 

Rev. William H. Rice, widely- 


used evangelist, Wheaton, Illinois. 

Editor John R. Rice, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 

Each month we receive sample 
copies of the best literature 
put out by Christian publishers in 
America. These are very care- 
fully reviewed and the best five 
or six or seven of these are se- 
lected to be submitted to the 
judges for their consideration. 
And each judge reads them, writes 
a careful review, and gives his 
first, second, third and fourth 


choice, etc. Then these choices 
are carefully compiled and_ the 
resulting first choice is’ the 


monthly selection of The Sword 
Book Club. 

It Is Easy, Inexpensive, Trou- 
ble-Saving and Money- 
Saving 

Do not misunderstand the plan 
of The Sword Book Club. The 
following facts are important: 

1. You receive the BOOK CLUB 
NEWS in THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD once each month, telling 
about the current monthly selec- 
tion. If you join The Sword Book 
Club, you may let the book come 
to you, or you may send in a 
rejection slip. But you have a 
chance at one book each month 
as a special selection or at one or 
two alternate selections. You may 
have the main selection, or any 
alternate selection. or you may 
turn down any book that you do 
not want. But you have informa- 
tion brought each month about 
the choice of the judges, 

2. You need not take each book 
offered. In fact, to join The Sword 
Book Club you agree only that 
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you will take as many as four 


books in a year’s time. You your- 
self decide which books you choose, 
Seven or eight dollars in a year’s 
time is mighty little for a Chris- 
tian to spend on good books, if 
you are trying to obey the Bible 
command, “Give attendance to 
reading.” Most Christian men 
spend that much on the ties they 
wear. Most Christians spend 
more than that on fountain drinks, 
or chewing gum or candy. Multi- 
tudes of Christians spend more 
than that in tips to porters and 
waitresses in a year’s time. What 
a shame for any Christian to feel 
that he cannot afford Christian 
literature. All he can afford is 
the trash of the daily newspapers 
Or popular magazines! 

3. You get extra values by 
joining The Sword Book Club. 
First, on joining The Sword 
Book Club and buying one book 
you get another absolutely free. 
Then after each four selections 
you purchase you get another 
book free. For é@xample, if you 
buy four books your first year as 
a member of The Sword Book 
Club, you get two others free. Six 
books for the price of four! And 
the books given free are of the 
Same quality as the books you: 
buy, usually books selected by 
The Sword Book Club judges, also. 
So you not only have the very 
best Christian books, selected by 
distinguished Christian leaders for 
your reading as the best now 
available, but you save money 
on books at the same time. You 
get to take your own choice of 
what you buy, can select any four 
or more out of about thirty books 
offered as first selections and 
alternates in the year’s time. 

This is the best way to be sure 
of getting the best Christian 
literature. 

This is the most economical way 
to buy good books. 


This is by far the best way te 
know what is good Christian 
literature and what is not. I think 
that every home that takes THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD would do 
well to join The Sword Book Club 
if possible. 


Here Is How You Join 

1. Buy one of the books which 
have been selected by our judges 
as selections for The Sword Book 
Club. They will be listed on a 
coupon below. Select the one you 
wish to buy now and_e enclose 
money for it. 


2. Select of those listed the 
book which you want free as a 
premium for joining the book 
club. 


3. Sign the simple application 
for membership, agreeing that you 
will send rejection slip when you 
do not want a book, that you. will 
buy at least four books each year 
that you are a member of the 
club. Ang that is all! Then you 
look for THE BOOK CLUB NEWS 
on the back page of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD once each 
month, decide whether you want 
the book there offered and either 
let it come, or select the alternate, 
or send the rejection slip so you 
will get no book at all until you 
choose. And you thus will be able 
to get the best selected Christian 
literature in America, taking that 
that you desire and _ rejecting 
that which you do not desire or 
cannot afford. Thus you will 
obey the scriptural injunction, 
“Give attendance to reading.” 


To Join, Fill Out Coupon, Cut Out and Mail With Money 
for Book You Order 
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The Sword Book Club 
214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 

Dear Sirs: 


I hereby apply for membership in The Sword Book Club. I 
agree to buy four books within each year I am a member of The 
I agree to send the rejection slip for books I 
do not want, or to name the alternate which I may want, 


Sword Book Club. 


wise, the books that I allow to come to my home I will accept 
I understand that I am to get the free book checked 
below on joining and one other free book after each four books, 
regular selections or alternates, 


and pay for. 


! 
i 
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stood that I may drop my membership any time I desire after 
. purchasing four monthly selections. 
i Send me (1) Bread From Bellevue Oven, eight great ser- 
, mons by Dr. Robert G. Lee, last month's selection of the judges. 
: 
i 
i 
i 
I 
' 
i 
' 
’ 


(A beautiful book—-$2.00). 
(2) 
blessed book you ought to have. 


- men, living and dead. Sure to please. 


Signed 
Street 


CHY ccccvcccsicesegecesccabes . State 


The Soul Winner, by Charles H. Spurgeon. (A specially 
$1.50.) 
(3) The Sword Boo kof Treasures, 
classics compiled by Editor John R. Rice. 
with pictures and biographies of most of the writers, famous 
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Other- 


purchased by me. It is under- 


twenty-one Christian 
(A beautiful gift book 


Price, $2.50.) 


*ee fee#eneeeee@eeesee#eseee@ersrfhfee#erteeeerrer#ete#eetee® 


* 
* 
* 
. 
. 
. 
, 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
> 
. 
. 
* 
. 
al 
. 
> 
. 
. 
. 
al 
* 
. 
= = 


ae Ue SO ee ee are 


Page Bight 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, April 9, 1948 


The Power o 
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(Continued from Pag 
to take tft children of Israel man 
by man. Someone has _ sinned. 
Find out who it is.” Notice that 
God said, “man by man.’ Often 
it is easy tc say, “Everybody else 
is doing it’ The yardstick for 
your Christian living is not what 
others are doing or saying. You 
have one yardstick alone: the 
Word of God When you stand 
before the judgment, you will not 
be held accountable for what oth- 
ers do. Yeu will stand alone. 
You will te accountable for your 
own life. God told Joshua to take 
them “man by man.” They 
couldn’t lean on their families, 
on: their friends or loved ones. 
They stand alone. 

What u 
when 
Lome 
the record 
motives and 
The 
event 


he 


mus¢t 
day that is going to be 
searchlights of God are 
fastened on us, when 
of all our thoughts, 
actions is’ played. 
wil portray every 
trom the cradle to the 
grave. We must answer alone. 

The eliminating began 
Finally Joshua came to a man Dj 
the name of Achan. Joshua, ap- 
parently his guilty look, 
said, “My son . make confes- 
sion unto !the Lord]: and tell me 
now whac thou hast done.” An- 
chan answerec Joshua, and said, 
“Indeed I have sinned against the 
Lord God ot Israel... when Il 
saw among the spoils a goodly 
Babylonish garment, and... Sil- 
ver and gold ... ‘then I coveted 
them and took them; and, behold, 
they are hid in the earth in the 
midst of my tent.” 

Notice sequence: “I 
e..l coveted ... I took ” 

Sin begins with a look 
thought. 

In Thomas A. Kempis’ famous 
description or the successive steps | 
of a successful temptation he says, 
“There is tivst the bare thought 
of the sin; then upon that there 
is a picture of the sin formed and 
hung on the secret screen of .the 
imagination. The strange sweet- 
ness from that picture is then let 
down drov by drop into the heart, 
and then the secret sweetness 
soon secures the consent of the 
whole soul and the thing is done. 

Achan’s eyes had become his 
fatal snare. It was his eyes that 
caused Israel to suffer shameful 
defeat and later caused his own 
death. 

It was through Adam’s and 
Eve’s eyes that the Devil came 
into man’s heart at first. 


Confession and Repentance— 
the Only Way to Cleansing 
Immediately after Achan had 

surrendered to the temptation he 
Should have come and confessed 
to Joshua, to God and to the en- 
tire camp of Israel. He would 
have been forgiven and God would 
have graciously cleansed him as 
He had cleansed David and many 
others of His servants. Instead, 
he covered his sin. He tried to 
hide it. He took the whole thing 
and buried it in his tent. This 
will never do! 

I wonder if this has been the 
secret of your. difficulty. Can 
this be why the joy and the thrill 
of your Christian experience is no 
more? Is this why your life’ is 
only a dying ember of a flame 
that once blazed? Achan never 
confessed his sin until he was 
found out! Thus he must suffer 
the consequences. 

Remorse over being found out 
will never gain cleansing and for- 
giveness from God. Judas was 
filled with remorse but he never 
repented. David was guilty ot 
both murder and adultery but he 
immediately confessed his sin and 
God graciously forgave him. God 
is able to restore a broken and 
contrite heart: “If we confess our 
sins, he 1: faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness” (1 
John 1:9). “He that covereth his 
Sins shall not prosper; but whoso- 
confesseth and forgaketh them 
Shall have mercy” (Prov. 28:13). 
“The sacrifices of God are a brok- 
en spirit: a broken and contrite 
heart O God, thou wilt not de- 
spise” (Poa. 51:17). “Only ac- 
knowledge thine iniquity, that 
thou hast transgressed against 
the Lord thy God, and hast scat- 
tered thy ways to the strangers 
under every green tree, and ye 
have not obeyed “my voice, saiffi 
the Lord” (Jer. 3:13). 
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process 


seeing 


The 


Saw 


or a 


God 
This requires private con- 


been committed against 


alone, 


f Secret Sin 


life that 


nc 
Ine 


fession, No one except God needs 


to know about them. 


It is a tamily matter, 
tween you and Him. There are 
other sins that have been com- 
mitted against another’ person. 
Such transgressions should be 
confessed not only ta God but 
also to the one who has been 
wronged. There will never be 
peace until the confession has 
been made and forgiveness sought. 
“Therefore if thou bring thy gift 
to the altar, and there remember- 
est that thy brother hath ought 
against thee; Leave there thy gift 
before the altar, and go thy way; 
first be reccnciled to thy brother, 
and then come and offer thy gift” 
(Matt. 5:25, 24). 


There are other sins that have 
been corimitted against the 
church, the family, a class, an 
organization and similar groups 
These should be public  confes- 
Sions. Let us uncover our sin. 
Let us make straight the crooked 
ways. Let us gather out . the 
Stones, and then we may ask in 
faith and expectancy for showers 
of blessing upon our lives. Per- 
haps your = sin still covered. 
Perhaps yuu committed it years 
ago and have almost forgotten 
about it. Remember-—time never 
covers sin. Because you have for- 
gotten it does not mean that God 
has forgotten it. Be sure your 
sins will find you out, 

A little boy down South was 
hungrily watching a watermelon 
patch on a hot June day. His 
father realized what was taking 


—_ Y nd y 
has kept you from hav- anything 


It 


or 


victory. malice, 
hatred It 


be that you are carrying a grudge 


may 


spite, enmity. may 


against someone, that you have 


an unforgiving spirit. Perhaps 


you have lost your temper, or 


possibly there was jealousy or en- 


vy. Perhaps you are too easily 
offended. You may be puffed up 
with pride. Dishonesty, gossip- 
ing, criticism, robbing God, world- 
liness, frivclity, worry and anx- 
iousness, lustful thoughts, unbe- 
lief, prayerlessness, neglect of 
God's Word-—any of these things 
both negative and positive could 
prevent the joy of salvation from 
swelling up in your soul and hin- 
der the Fio!ly Spirit’s taking pos- 
session of your life. These are 
secret littre sins. Many of them 
could be hidden from the view of 
men, but. never from God. When 
ycu. confes: it, confess it by 
name. Don't say, “Lord, forgive 
my sins.’ Don’t generalize. Make 
it definite. Then. when you 
fess that sin, ask Him to give you 
the power and the strength to 
vercome it. He will. He has 
romised. Take Him at His word. 
There hath no temptation taken 
ou but suck as is common to 
tan: but God is faithful, who will 
ot suffer you to be tempted 
bove that ve are able; but will 
ith the temptation also make a 
‘ay to escape, that ye may be 
ble to bear it” (I Cor. 10:13). 


con- 
is 


place in liis Son’s mind and so he 


here are certain sins that have 


said, “Son, don’t touch those wa- 
termelons. They are not ripe 
yet. They will make you sick.” 
The father got into his automo- 
bile, went off to town on business 
and left che boy. The little boy 
decided to investigate for himself, 
so he began to thump the melons 
here and there and finally he 
found one that he knew was ripe. 
Cautiously looking around, he 
soon convinced himself that no 
one was locking. He plucked the 
melon, put it under his overalls, - 
carried it to a creek, cooled it, 
took it out and broke it over a 
stone. “Boy, oh, boy!” he ex- 
claimed as he ate the heart. 
Nothing tasted better than a nice 
cold watermelon on a nice sunny 
day. Then he began to worry, for 
his father would see the rind and 
the seeds and the boy knew that 
would mean a real -thrashing. So 
he took a little stick, dug a hole, 
buried the rind and the seeds, cov- 
ered them with dirt, placed the 
pine leaves in place and went mer- 
rily on his way, thinking that his 
father vould never discover his 
disobedience. 


Everything was all right for 
about two weeks. The boy soon 
forgot the incident until one day 
his father was driving a cow up 
the pasture, and coming to a 
barbed-wire fence, he saw, to his 
astonishment, a strange sight, He 
saw little watermelon’ sprouts 
everywhere. Taking a stick, he 
dug until the evidence confirmed 
his suspicions. “Oh, I see.” A 
couple of hours later the little boy 
saw, too—in a different place! 

You covered that thing yester- 
day, a mcnth ago, a year ago, 


ten years ago, but God saw, and 


He says, “Be sure your sin will 
find you out.” The chickens will 
come home to roost someday. The 
skeleton will come out of the 
closet. The watermelon seed will 
sprout. 

Confess your sin now. ‘There 
will be joy, glorious victory, hap- 
piness, wonderful peace awaiting 
you this very moment if you call 
your sin by name and straighten 
it out with God, yourself and your 
fellow man. 

Can secret sin be the awful 
cause of your tragic experience? 

The Dakota took off from the 
Coperfhagen: airport. Everyone 
was gay and happy. It was a 
special event. The passengers in- 
cluded Prince Gustav, of Sweden, 
and Grace Moore, the famous 
opera singer. Into the air the 
plane roared—it was a normal 
routine flhght— when suddenly 
something happened. The nose 
shot up, tne motor stalled and to 
the horror and amazement of 
hundreds of spectators, the plane 
plunged cearthward. 


An explosion, a flash and the 
flight that had started a few mo- 
ments before ended in tragic hor- 
ror and death.* 


The world was shocked. 

Investigation later proved that 
a small block on the tail had not 
been removed. A ground atten- 
dant had been careless. One lit- 
tle block of wood had caused the 
death of a prince, a world-renown- 
ed singer and nineteen other pas- 
sengers. 

One small, tiny, insignificant 
sin may be the cause of all your 
difficulty. Confess and forsake. 
God is plenteous in mercy and will 
abundantly pardon. 
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SWORD BOOK OF TREASURES 


Edited by Dr. John R. Rice. Contains 
the very articles and stories and ser- 
mons that have so blessed hearts 
through the years in THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. Chapters by such great 
Christian writers as R. A. Torrey, B. H. 
Carroll, S. D. Gordon, R. L. Moyer, Clin- 
ton N. Howard, Dyson Hague, Walter 
L. Wilson, Oswald J. Smith, Hyman Ap- 
pelman, and three messages by the ed- 
itor. Every reader will find here one 
chapter worth the price of the whole 
book! 21 chapters, 352 pages, bound in 
lovely green cloth with gold stamping 
and with pictured jacket. Pictures and 
biographical sketches of authors. Price 
usually $2.50, but during April you may 
have it at the 

special price of ... 


BREAD from BELLEVUE OVEN 


By Dr. Robert G. Lee. Eight sermons by 
this master pulpiteer, pastor of the 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. Dr, John W, Bradbury wrote of 
it, “Sermons from one of the greatest 
evangelical preachers of all time are 
always welcome. Here is golden ora- 
tory empolyed to make truth lucid and 
to win the sinner to Christ.”” Evangel- 
istic sermons, devotional and inspira- 
tional sermons-——we believe these are the 
best of all Dr, Lee’s sermons. Will be a 
blessing to the saved, will lead sinners 
to salvation, will be a source of inspira- 
tion, ideas, and illustrations to preach- 
ers, as Well as a heart-moving blessing. 
188 pages, clothbound with unusual 


photographic jacket. ) 00 
a 


Price ONLY seosccceveccccccece 
OLD-TIME RELIGION 

By Dr. Joe Henry Hankins. A book of twelve sermons by 
this outstanding southern evangelist. They are revival sermons, 
many to the unsaved, others to Christians. We know no one 
who reads it honestly, prayerfully, will fail to receive from it a 
blessing. You will find your heart touched, your life blessed, 
and as the warmth and urgency of them penetrates your soul, 
you will find yourself drawn closer to Christ and with a greater 
‘love for souls. 12 sermons, 158 extra large pages, packed with 
gospel preaching on the “old-time religion.” Bound in fine brown 
cloth, stamped in gold with title and signature of the author, 
wrapped in lovely jacket with Dr. Hankins’ *] 50 
picture. Order now at only ..cccccccccccccccssscccccce ™S 


You know that thing in your 


Six Books Are 
A LIBRARY IN MINIATURE 


Here are six books that are so varied, yet so basic that they 
make a small library in themselves. 
mental types of books that should be in every library. Every 
preacher should have each one of these books; any Christian 
would profit Jrom them and enjoy them for hours today, years 


By T. J. McCrossan. 


and ponder it well,” says the 


esting manner. 
revival, preparing for revival, 


tation, music and advertising, 


techniques. 
of 399 pages, with jacket. 
Price OULY cocccecsésesvoose 


PROPHETIC MESSAGES 


214 West Wesley Street 


They contain basic, funda- 


THE BIBLE: Its Christ and Modernism 


A staunch defense of the faith, a 
successful and vigorous attack on modernism, an exposure of 
modernism’s lack of scholarship that will strengthen the faith 
of intelligent and scholarly people. 
received a crushing blow, it received it in this book. Get it 


scholar, theologian and defender of the faith. 
written,” wrote Dr. H. A. Ironside, “and so definitely authori- 
tative that we unhesitatingly commend it as one of the very 
best works on Chirstian evidences that we have ever read.” 
215 pages of rich, scholarly teaching on the accuracy and im- 
portance of the Bible and the great Christian 

GOGCIENGR. TEA. GUE. occcadecabobecécconcdesbedscenn 


HOW TO HAVE A REVIVAL 

Messages by Evangelists Hyman J. 
Appelman, Joe Henry Hankins, Jesse 
M. Hendley, Bob Jones, Sr., John R. 
Rice, and Robert J. Wells. (Compiled 
and edited by Rice and Wells.) Cov- 
ers practically every phase of revival 
in a Scriptural, scholarly and inter- 
Chapers on the kind 
of revival we need, God’s plan for a 


kind of preaching needed, personal 
work, prayer and the Holy Spirit in 
revival, organizing for revival, visi- 


Every Christian will find this a mine 
af blessing—‘“A revival on paper.” 
And every Christian worker will find 
it in addition a valuable handbook of 
Clothbound, a big book 


"3.00 


Edited by Evangelist Robert J. Wells. 
. Times said, “It would be difficult to find a more comprehen- 
sive and up-to-date text for lovers of prophetic truth.” King’s 
Business said, “The twenty-four messages contained in this 
attractive volume are prophetic in nature, timely in theme, 
Scriptural in theology, and concise in arrangement.” 
sages by Louis S. Bauman, Charles L. Feinberg, Howard W. 
Ferrin, Dan Gilbert, Vance Havner, Jesse M. Hendley, Paul 
S. James, J. Palmer Muntz, W. H. Rogers, and Robert J. Wells. 
24 chapters, 235 extra large (6”x9”) pages. Cloth- 
bound with jacket, price only ....cccccccccscseecececs 


Order during April — Letter Month! 


Remember, beautiful plaque free with order of $5.00 or more, 
photograph of editor free with $1.00 order—IF REQUESTED 


Sword of The Lord Publishers 


“If ever modernism has 


late Dr. Leander S. Keyser, 
“It is so plainly 


*1.50 


the 


etc. 


FOR MODERN TIMES 
Sunday School 


Mes- 


*2.00 


Wheaton, Illinois 
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